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For a Workers Republic and International Socialism 


NORTH AND South the un- 
employment is disastrously * 
bad and getting worse. 

And none of the major 
political parties—nor indeed 
the trade union leadership— 
has any realistic strategy for 
turning the tide. 

Many working class people 
simply see no hope. It is 
passively accepted that thous- 
ands of people, especially 
young people, are “destined” 
for the dole queues and that 
there’s nothing much can be 
done about it. 

But there /s something that 
can be done about it. Although 
it is not something that any 
capitalist party or trade ‘union 
bureaucrat can contemplate. 

The grim statistics are 
relatively well-known. In the 
North, the official jobless total 
is now above 130,000, — 
with Catholic workers suffer- 
ingeven more at a catastrophic 
figure of more than 30 
percent. 

In the South there are close. 
on quarter of a million with- 
out work. in fact, there are 
now more people unemployed 
in the South than there are 
working in manufacturing 
industry! 

Employment in manufact- 
uring is falling at a steady rate 
of four percent a year. 
Employment in construction 
is dropping by 15 percent a 
year. And in the public sector 
the recruitment embargo 
makes it official policy that 
the numbers at work should 
continue to decline. : 

The reason this happens is 
not that the rulers in the Six 
Counties or the Twenty-six 
Counties want it to happen— 
although it is crystal clear that 
they are not exactly losing 
sleep about the plight of those 
on the receiving end. 


FIGURES 


The reason it happens is 
that, under the present capital- 
ist system, there /s no way of 
cutting down the unemploy- 
ment figures. If there was a 
way of doing it, they'd do it. 
Mass unemployment creates 
political instability and 
presents our rulers with great 
problems. 

But within the capitalist 
system, jobs are only created 
when it is possible to make 
profit out of them. When there 
is little possibility of a 
“reasonable” profit no capital- 
ist will invest in new or ex- 
panded production. This is 
perfectly obvious. 


And in the midst of the 
international recession we are 
now living through—a recession 
over which the Irish rulers 
have no influence, much less 
control—the prospects for 
making profit are very poor. ` 

It follows directly from this 
that any strategy which is 
based on preserving the 
capitalist system is worthless. 
Thus, Alan Dukes in the South 
and Tom King and his British 
Tory advisors in the North— 
direct agents of the capitalist 
class—don‘t even pretend to. 
have a strategy for bringing’ 
unemployment down. To them 
the masses of people suffering 
the misery of unemployment 


are merely a “problem” to be 
“managed’’—by a mixture of 
bullshit propaganda and 
threats of repression if they 
dare to fight back. 

Every working class person 
should know where they stand 
with the likes of Dukes and 
King. More insidious are the 
alleged leaders of the working 
class movement. 

About the Free State 
Labour Party, the least said 
the better. They have con- 
nived in every anti-working 
class measure the intellectual 
thugs of Fine Gael have de- 
vised over the past three years 
and finally crowned them- 
selves with disgrace when 
Barry Desmond announced the 
closure of eight hospitals last 
month with a loss of 
hundreds of jobs and disast- 
rous damage to the interests 
of the most vulnerable sections 
of the entire population—the 
olg; the infirm, the mentally 
i 


These people are working 
class representatives anly in 
the sense that they have lived 
on and off the working class 
all their twisted lives. They 
should be spat out. 

The Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions make a slightly better 
shape at things—slightly. Their 
latest list of “demands” took 
the form of an argument in 
the construction industry to 
build roads, schools and more 
houses. Undoubtedly, this 
would be a good thing. But 
apart from sending copies of 
their “submissions” to the 
Department of Finacne in the 
South and the Northern 
lreland Office at Stormont. 
the ICTU has announced no 
strategy whatsoever, good, 
bad or indifferent, for getting 
this done. 

The other ICTU suggestions 
are for the proposed National 
Development Corporation in 
the South to be brought into 
beingimmediately—to do what 
remains a mystery—and for 
an expansion North and South 
of the entirely phoney youth 
training schemes. 

There is absolutely nothing 
in this to give any jobless 
person real hope of the down- 
ward trend being reversed. 


SYSTEM 


The only strategy that will 
work, which would have a 
hope of mobilising the un- 
employed for a real fight, is 


- one that recognises that the 


working class will have to take 
the system on. 

This would mean, for a 
start, defending every existing 
job with all the industrial 
muscle that can be mustered. 
How can the union bosses con- 
vince the jobless they are 
serious about fighting unem- 
ployment when they are sel- 
fing jobs hand over fist in 
redundancy deals and 
“rationalisation” schemes. 

If there was a militantly 
determined fight going on to 
stop further job losses— 
involving strikes and occupying 
if necessary—the unemployed 
could be rallied to support it. 

In addition, there should 
be an aggressive campaign for 
the 35-hour week with no loss 
of pay to expand existing 
payments. 


On their own, unemployed 
people have very little clout. 
But linked to the organised 
working class movement, they 
can exert real pressure. The 
unions should be made to 
organise the unemployed, to 
maintain them in membership, 
rather than cancel their union 
cards as soon as they are 
handed a dole card. 


STRATEGY 


In these circumstances, 

there cou/d be a meaningfu’ 
campaign for a programm 
of public works such as the 
ICTU suggests. 
_ The problem with all this 
is that it's a strategy which is 
openly opposed to the priori- 
ties and interests of the 
capitalist system. It’s a strat- 
egy which proclaims that we 
have a right ts work, and that 
if the present system can’t 
work, so much the worse for 
the system. 

It requires revolutionary 
socialist policies to underpin 
such a strat:gy. And the force 


Cork Labour Exchange 


of revolutionary socialism in 
Ireland is very small, ` 

Thus the task of building 
a revolutionary socialist party 
and the fight against unem- 


ployment are not separate 
struggles. They are one and 
the same thing. And as the 
dole queues lengthen the 
necessity to build a Marxist 


Party, Separate from the sell- 
out Labour Parties—and 
indeed from all-ctass Republi- 


can —_arganisations—becomes 
ever more urgent, 
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Workers bruised © 
as Slump deepens 


THE CENTRAL Bank has 
predicted a good year for the 
Southern Irish economy. 

What they mean is a good 
year for the boss class, 

There are now 41,000 more 
people on the dole than are 
employed in manufacturing 
industry. In December un- 
employment jumped a massive 
12,000 to reach 240,000. This 
rise in the dole queues 
occurred when the rest of the 
world was going through a 
minor pick-up. 

Between 1983 and 1985 
American borrowing and arms 
spending led to some growth 
of the world economy. One 
sign of this in Ireland was a 
growth in exports. These came 
mainly from multi-national 
firms based here who were 
able to take advantage of the 
slight upturn. 

But despite the growth of 
the world economy, and the 
tise in exports and the fall in 
living standards (down 15% 
since 1980)—the numbers out 
of work in Ireland rose. So 
much for the lies of the pro- 
fessional economists who are 
ever ready to call for more 
“sacrifices”. 

Now conditions have 
changed. The world economy 
is slipping back into recession. 
The main worry of our rulers 
is that it will turn into a 1930s 
style crash on a grand scale 
with the “default” of debtor 
states such as Argentina, 
Mexico and Brazil; These _ 
countries owe foreign debts 
of hundreds of billions, if they 
were to refuse to pay back 
their debts many of the lead- 
ing world banks would go to 
the wall. . 

Where does Southern 
Ireland stand in these changed 
conditions? In deep trouble. 

In the 70s the 26 Counties 
was the miracle economy of 
Europe with record growth 
rates in investment and profits. 
But these growth rates were 
achieved by the influx of 
American capital looking for 


a base to re-assemble its goods 
inside the EEC tarrif walls. In 
1979, for example, 80% of the 
IDA planned investment was 
coming from American 
sources. 

This miracle is now well 
and truly over. There are a 
number of reasons for this. 
Firstly, it was partially a con. 
Much of the records set by the 
Southern economy were the 
result of the multi-nationals 
engaging in “‘transfer-pricing” 
to avoid tax. This means 
artificially creating more 
added value in their Irish 
subsidiaries and plants to 
benefit from the tax laws. The 
South taxes profit at the rate 
of 10% (before allowances) 
compared to a European 
average pf 50%. Until recently 
profits on exports were not 
taxed at all. 

Furthermore, the entry of 
Greece: Portugal and Spain 
into the EEC means that 
there are other low wage 
economies able to set them - 
selves up as tax laundries in 
their desperate bid to attract 
capital. In addition the very 


industry that the IDA pinned 
its hopes on, the computer 
industry, is now running into 
severe crisis—that’s why 
Mostek, Apple and Memorex 
are all cutting jobs. 

On top of all that, there 
lies the problem of the Irish 
debt. It currently eats up the 
total of PAYE in interests 
payments alone. The gamble 
of the late seventies that 
Ireland could break into a 
rising world economy has 
fallen flat on its face. 

One of the biggest prob- 
lems for the Southern rulers is 
that native industry cannot 
pick up the slack left by the 
decline of foreign investments. 
Since 1979 gross fixed invest- 
ment fell by 13%, The famous 
Telesis report pointed out 
that larger native Irish firms 
grew only when they supplied 
a home market without any 
competition. It is precisely 
firms such as Smurfits, 
Cement Roadstone and 
McInerney which have begun 
to move capital out of Ireland 
as they see their home market 
shrinking. Instead we are left 


Well gentlemen ihis is 
MAKE OR BREAK YEAR 
We MAKE A favtune 
ANA they BREAK thew hacks 


with the tiny entrepreneurs’ 
firms— 1,400 of whom were 
set up between 1973 and 
198 1—who cannt compete 
except under conditions of 
appalling low wages. y 

The fact of the matter 1s 
however that the Irish ruling 
class has not been able to 
push down wages to the levels 
demanded by capitalists with 
money to invest. Despite its 
spectacular victories over CIE 
and B & I workers and the 
hammering it is doling out at 
the moment to other public 
sector workers, the ruling class 
is left with its central problem. 

The organised workers 
movement is beaten and 
bruised but it is by no means 
trounced. Indeed that is the 
situation through Europe 
generally. ‘ 

Over the coming period 
Irish workers will face major 
confrontations. In those 
battles ahead it is vital that a 
strong revolutionary party is 
built that can find roots in the 
work places. That is why the 
SWM exists. / 

-KIERAN ALLEN 


\ 


FUE misers cost Pfizers dear 


THE Federated Union of 
Employers has ordered its 
member companies to bring 
all personal injury claims to 
court. The FUE think that 
workers are getting away with 
thousands for “mock” 
accidents. 

Pfizers are beginning to 
regret this policy, One Cork 
worker, Mr Jim Daly, 
employed by the Pfizer 
Chemical Corporation at 
Ringaskiddy, was awarded 
£31,500 and costs in his 
personal injuries claim for 
negligence against the 
company at the High Court in 
Cork. 

After a hearing lasting 
three days, the jury found that 
Pfizers were negligent, in that 
they did not fulfil! their 
common law duty to provide a 
safe system of work. They also 
found that the company were 
in breach of a Statutory 
Regulation under the 
ractories Act 1955, 

Mr Daly told the court that 
on the night shift on April 12 
1982 he was shovelling a soggy 
product known as “Rondo 1” 
into a vessel when he slipped 


on the product which had 
lodged on the wet concrete 
floor and jerked his back. 
Later, on May 5 when he was 
manoeuvring a cylindrical cone 
into a centrifuge, his back 
stiffened. “I thought I had 
suffered a strdke because the 
pain was so bad” he said. 

He was removed to hospital 
by ambulance and spent three 
weeks on traction. He is still 
suffering severe pain and his 
doctor claims that he will 
probably have to sleep on 
boards for the rest of his life. 


ADMITTED 


In an attempt to prove 
contributory negligence, the 
company called two foremen 
who admitted that they had 
not witnessed the accidents. 
They claimed, however, that 
Mr Daly had not used 
equipment which was available 
to assist him. This was denied 
by all the operators who 
witnessed the accident and 
who Stated that this equip- 
ment was not available until 
some considerable time after 


Mr Daly’s accident. 

The lengths to which the 
company were prepared to go 
to prove that the worker was 
to blame were further 
illustrated when they produced 
a Batch Record Book, which 
they claimed was signed by 
Mr Daly and proved that the 
equipment was available at the 
time. 

The company’s lawyer was 
considerably embarrassed when 
Mr Daly proved to the court 
that this was a forgery. 

In the past, most personal 
injury claims against the com- 
pany have been settled out of 
court. Because of the recent 
change in policy by the FUE, 
Pfizers were prevented from 
doing so in this case. It is a 
policy which could cost 
Pfizer’s management dearly. 

The award of £31,500 and 
costs is peanuts to a company 
with Pfizer’s resourses, 
However, the fact that they 
have been proven to be 
negligent by the court could 
have very serious repercussions 
for local management of this 
trans-national corporation. 

» Corporate management in 


New York will be seriously 
concerned at this development 
and will want to distance 
themselves from those 
responsible. It is not that they 
do not know what is going on, 
but that they cannot be seen 
to condone or to be associalted 
with a management team who 
have been found out and 
convicted of negligence. The 
company is already under 
strong international pressure 
from governments and con- 
sumer groups following media 
revelations of a possible link 
between one of the company’s 
drugs, Feldene, and the deaths 
of 77 patients. 

_ Socialist Worker has high- 
lighted in recent months the 
attitude of this giant con- 
glomerate towards its workers 
and the laws of the host 
countries in which they 
operate. We shall continue to 
do so in the future in the hope 
that the interests of the 
workers will be put before the 
faceless shareholders whose 
sole interest is the accumula- 
tion of further capital no 
matter what the cost in human 
suffering and deprivation.. 
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Chinese bust 


IN FEBRUARY 1985 a study 


group was set up to draft 


a law “which would define conditions for declarations of 
bankruptcy, liquidation of assets, procedures for 
handling such cases and employee compensation . No, 


this is not part of a Government 


Information Services 


press release, but part of a press release from it’s "E 
equivalent in “Socialist” China. The capitalist crisis with 
its bankrupties and redundancies is affecting China as 


much as Ireland. 


Ve in the SWM have always described China as State 
Capitalist not Socialist. Those who still think of China 


as Socialist, should think again. 


No more favours 


ONE OF the great strengths, we are told, of parliamentary 


democra 


cy is that it gives everyone an equal chance in 


electing the TD or MP that he or she supports, but the 


representat 


25 once elected represent the interests of all 


their constituents. This is in fact not true as anyone who 
has bothered to study the antics of the average TD will 


know. 


The interests they represent are those of the rich and 
powerful. Nevertheless, the pretence is kept up and there 
are many that believe it. This belief plays an important 
Part in maintaining the stability of the system. 

In one part of the world, the Six Counties, even this 
pretence is ignored. Take the statement by Unionist MP 
Harold McCusker that anyone who was seen not to vote 
for him would receive no favours from him as a 
representative, Behind that statement lies the reality of 


bigotry and discrimination th 


since the formation of the Northern 
many see the only solution fies ins 
Sectarian State. 
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-WILLIE CUMMING 


SHOP SACKING 


DERMOT FLANAGAN has 


making a mistake 
credit card. This 
middle of the Christmas Tush 
and the error was discovered 
and corrected within an hour 
without costing the Compan 
or it's customers one penny 4 
In the time Dermot has _ 
worked in Guineys he has 
never been out sick nor has h 
received any warnings. i 


Dermot told Socialist 
Worker that an employee who 
had been with the Company 
for years was called to the 
office one day and told “i 
can t afford you”. Within 
a week three part timers re- 


ermot and 


involving a 


was in the th 


other full time e 


Successful 
60% of 
Saturdays recently. 


: k mployees 

Oeu ii Michael Guineys “ne ip told by the Bee 
‘er Seven years, He could get t art tip 

sacked in December for Wwe get three part timers 


or what I'm paying you” 
Guineys have also cancelled 
eir Sick pay scheme without 
any consultation and when 
€rmot asked for a letter to 
confirm the sacking, Guiney 
Said he would Prepare one but 
has not done so, This means 
that Dermot is being denied 


the first 6 weeks f hi 
entie aN of his dole 


Dermot's union, IDATU, 


is Processing a clai ai 

C im against 
unfair dism cE 
sanetloned an official strike, 
© push for re-instatement. 


issal and also has 
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customers on 


JOHN HARROL 


WE 


THINK 


pushing 
1,000 jobs will now be lost over the 


public sector, John Boland has split 

the unions and pushed iouen an ie 
month wage deal with a phased 7% 
increase, 

The common thread that links 
together these defeats has been the 
cowardly and despicable behavour of the 
union leaders, In the case of CIE the bus 
workers voted ten to one to Teject a 
Labour Court recommendation on driver 
only buses, But instead of building on 
this spirit, the union leaders stalled and 
retreated before management until they 
had finally demoralised the workforce. 

In the public sector, on October 15, 
150,000 workers downed tools for the 
day to protest against Boland’s ultimata. 
Massive and enthusiastic pickets were 
formed outside offices that had never 
seen strike action before, But one by one 
the union leaders trooped in to meet 


Boland and settled for a miserable offer 
that virtually closed the door on any 
special payments, 

These defeats cannot be blamed on 
merely the “right-wing” union leaders, 
Take the two best-known “left-wing” 
officials, Phil Flynn is a leading member 
of Sinn Fein and also the general 
secretary of the LGPSU. It was the same 

Tepublican socialist” who was first off 
the mark to settle with Boland. Pat 
Rabbitte is a leading member of the 
Workers’ Party and a Group Secretary in 
the ITGWU. He presided over the 
settlement of the UCD cleaners’ dispute, 
Twenty cleaners lost their jobs after 
Rabbitte tricked them into believing 
they had won! 


SELL—OUTS 


The fact of life is that sell-outs come 
second nature to all union officials. They 
do so because they accept the limits of 
the system. They rule out as “utopian” 
the possibility of revolutionary change. 
Their isolation from the shop-floor leads 
them to elevate their negotiating skills 
above the confidence and organisation of 
the rank-and-file. Their ties to 
institutions like the Labour Court forces 
them to play by the bosses’ mules. 


These defeats will continue until the 
rank-and-file organise to take back their 
unions. But in many shop floors up and 
down the country the mood of confid- 
ence to go beyond the union officials 
does not exist. How can this change? 
When and under what conditions will 
workers move out of this pattern of 
defeat? 

Historical experience shows that 
workers go on the offensive for different 
reasons, Firstly, a slight pick-up in the 
economy restores confidence and revives 
the shop-floor organisation. This pick-up 
need not be massive, In the thirties, 
workers went through the depths of 
depression with giants of capitalism going 
to the wall. But in or around 1936, 
unemployment figures dropped from ten 
million to eight million in the USA, An 
explosion of working class militancy 
developed as workers occupied the 
gigantic car factories and set up the 
industrial union, the CIO, In Ireland, the 
boom in the economy in the sixties after 
decades of depression sent it to the top 
of the international strike league. 

Secondly, the bosses are often forced 
to push beyond what workers will accept. 
Since 1979 wages have fallen, But not 
evenly of for all sectors, Throughout 
Europe, wages have not yet been forced 
down to a level that can guarantee a 
revival of industrial profits, At the 


moment the class war resembles more of 
a First World War trench-style campaign. 
The bosses are pushing us back inch by 
inch. But any attempt to break through 
our lines can provoke a response that 
unsettles previous patterns. The last two 
or three years have seen massive ._ 
explosions of workers’ anger in countries 
as diverse as Britain, Germany, Denmark, 
Poland and Belgium. Southern Ireland 
remained one of the more troubled 
economies of Europe. Its boss class must 
continually push for more cuts and 
always risk provoking a wave of anger. 


MILITANTS 


Thirdly, a political crisis can often be 
the catalyst for workers taking the 
offensive. In 1981, the union leaders 
condemned the H Block movement. But 
throughout the country groups of 
militants came together tororganise for 
action to save the prisoners lives. In 
particular towns such as Dundalk and 
Waterford (where a small socialist 
presence had been built inside the 
factories) workers built strong unofficial 
organisations. In Dundalk, for example, 
a shops stewards committee was able to 
take the initiative in calling industrial 
action. 
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Halting the retreat 


It is therefore difficult to predict the 
exact conditions under which the tide 
will tum. But turn it will. The pattern of 
defeat will not last. And when workers 
do move there is 2 hell of a lot of stored 
up bitterness to be brought out. 


The key task for revolutionary 
socialists in this period is to build a 
sizable organisation based on the strength 
and clarity of its politics. Inevitably that 
will mean recruiting in ones and twos. 
Inevitably it will mean swimming against 
the stream. The drift in left-wing politics 
today is away from organised working 
class politics, One sign of this has been 
the flight of left-wingers into Sinn Fein 
with its stress on “class alliances”. But a 
party that can build itself as an open, 
clear Marxist organisation, that can 
relate its politics to the minority of 
workers who see the need to fight, that 
can remain firm on the central Marxist 
view that only the working class can 
fundamentally change for the better the 
conditions under which the mass of 
humanity live and work -such a party 
can lay the foundations in these 
disspiriting days tor the massive battles 
that lie in the future. 


Small as we are, the Socialist Workers 
Movement is the embrio of that party. 
Come and help us make it a reality. 


Des 0’Malley’s 
Progressive 
Democrats 
do it ‘our way’ 


IT IS said that over 14,000 
people have signed up to 
Dessie O’Malley’s Progressive 
Democrats. This is a party 
which has as yet no policies — 
and there is only one constant- 
ly repeated fact on their plat- 
forms — that they are a post 
civil war party. 

What, you may ask, does 
this mean? Judging by inter- 
views with Dessie O’ Malley 
(and it’s the only thing that 
anyone has to go on as ; 
possible policy of theffedgling 
party) it means to hell with 
the “problem” in the North, 
let’s go on with developing the 
economy in the South — our 
way. 

“Our way” menas taking 
Ireland a more active member 
of the world capitalist system. 
“We need to get better value 
for our investments” he says. 
This would mean major cut 
backs in the public sector — 
even among nurses, corpora- 
tion workers and gardai! But 
do not worry, the work now 
being carried out would be 
handed over to private firms to 
the “many people who are only 
dying for the opportunity to 
work and to work harder and 

‘even to work longer and there- 
fore to earn even more and | 
have more in their pockets”. 

No mention of the quarter 
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of a million unemployed who 
have no work and so cannot 
work harder. But don’t despair. 
Dessie and cohorts will not 
leave you without a hero to 
aspire to — he suggests John 
De Lorean. Of De Lorean 
Dessie says: “a very able man, 
and an awful pity he didn’t 
make a success of the thing.” 
He should just have been more 
orthodox and all would have 


been well. So do remember to 
be “more orthodox” and you 
are on the road to success! 
Progressive Democrats are 
also being hailed as more 
liberal than the established 
parties. This is a party led by 
the man who introduced the 
Offences against the State Act, 
the Forcible &itry Act and the 
Special Criminal Court. In 
1986 he says of the Special 


Criminal Court: “E don't think 
it could seriously be claimed it 
ever convicted anyone who 
shouldn‘t have been convicted” 
Ask Nicky Kelly what he 
thinks, You may be innocent 
but if you “should be con- 
victed” (because they decide) 
then the Special Criminal 
Court will do it. 

_ They’re looking for separa-i 
tion of Church and State — for 


— amore liberal attitude to 


contraception and divorce, 
Abortion, of course, isn’t 
mentioned, Yet it was Dessie 
O'Malley who described the 


a AN ~ 1976 Fine Gael Family PLan- 


ning Bill as “a licence for 
fornication”. The Bill allowed 
contraceptives only to married 
connie cone then the 

atholic Church would rega 
them a$ ‘fornicators”’. ens 
_ Itis pretty obvious that 
instead of having two centre 
right parties — we now have 
three. So what’s in it for 
socialists? Nothing. Except 
that it provides ample 
opportunity to dicuss politics 
— our polites. And when the 
discussion gets round to the 
party worth joining — say it 
loud and clear, the revolution- 
ary party — SWM. 

-MARY RYDER 


Two leading members of the PDP. 


: 


I would like to take out a subscription to 
Socialist Worker for a year and enclose £5 


Send to Socialist Worker, PO Box 1648, Dublin 8 
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La | 
Neil Kinnock 
NEIL KINNOCK has 
launched a witch hunt against 
the “hard left” in the 
British Labour Party. 
Supporters of the Militant 
paper have been expelled from 
several branches, The National 
Executive Committee set up 
an “inquiry” in Liverpool to 
investigate allegations of 
“corruption” by Labour 
Council! ors there, 

Leading councillors like 
Derek Hatton and Tony 
Mulhearn were threatened with 
expulsion. 

Yet Liverpool Council's 
only “crime” was to attempt 
to provide decent jobs, houses 
and services for the people of 
the city. When other councils 
had given in to the Tories, 
Liverpool continued to fight 
against rate-capping until it 
voted to accept cuts in 
November. 

And while Socialist in the 
Labour Party are being 
attacked, right-wingers like 
Robert Maxwell remain safe. 
Maxwell id the millionaire 
owner of the Mirror‘pewspaper 
and a consjstent/union-basher. 
Recently he sacked almost 
2,000 of his workers. Yet he 
remains a member of the 
‘Labour Party and no “inquiry” 
has ever been set up to 
investigate his behaviour. 

The reasons for the witch 
hunt lie in Labour's reformist 
politics, For Labour, the key 
to changing society lies in the 
Party’s election to government. 
Therefore every activity is 
subordinated to the need to 
win votes. This means appeal- 
ing to “public opinion”. 

Unfortunately “public 
opinion” is dominated by the 
media, Any semblance of 
radicalism is attacked by the 
TV and the capitalist press. 
Therefore, even if Labour 
wants to bring about major 
reforms, it has to lower its 
sights before every election. 


Marco hangs by a thread 


‘AS the Presidential election 
campaign in the Philippines 
gathers steam, it emerges that 
President Marcos has been 
buying hundreds of millions 
of dollars worth of property 
in the USA. The days of his 
regime are numbered and he 
seems to realise it. In what 
the Americans once described 
as ‘‘the showcase of democracy 
in Asia”, popular discontent 
has reached massive 
proportions. Little wonder 
given the nature of the 
government and the wide- 
Spread poverty and repression, 
A recent servey indicates 
that over 50% of the la- 
tion suff ee 
er from mainuttition 
and 70% are under the poverti 
line. There are 20,000 child 
Prostitutes in Manila alone 
Political murder is a daily 
Occurrance and the number of 
ppositionists imprisoned is 


Kinnock goes 


for Militant 


Meanwhile people like Militant 
are subject to media scandals 
and witchhunts! 

Furthermore party “unity” 
becomes all important in the 
run-up to an election. This 
time “unity” requires that the 
left ditch their ideas in favour 
of Kinnock’s vague reforms. 
The “soft ieft” including the 
supporters of Tribune news- 
paper have joined in the witch 
hunt. At their conference in 
Liverpool, the Labour Co- 
ordinating Committee— 
including former left-winger 
Peter Hain—voted by 200 to 2 
to support the NEC’s “inquiry 
“inquiry”. 


Despite the attacks being 
made on them, Militant 
continue to foster illusions in 
the Labour Party. Thus when 
it was revealed that Kinnock 
would have supported sending 
troops into Liverpool, in the 
event of a Council workers’ 
strike, they expressed 
amazement at the idea, A 
November issue of Militznt 
state that:‘‘The whole of the 
labour movement will be 
flooding the party with resol- 
utions demanding that the 
NEC and the shadow cabinet 
pledge their opposition to the 
use of troops against the trade 
union movement under any 
circumstances,” 


Surely Militant has learned 
by now that resolutions passed 
in branches and by Party 
Conference have no bearing 
on what the leadership does. 

Successive Labour govern- 
ments have sold out time and 
time again on their election 
“promises”, even when such 
“promises” have been watered 
down versions of policies 
decided at Conference, In the 
1940's and the 1970's troops 
were sent in by Labour 
governments, to break strikes. 

Such betrayals have not 
come about simply because 
Labour ministers are nasty or 
weak-willed. They are the 
natural outcome of electoral 
policies. Strikes rarely win the 
support of the "general public” 
that is the people whose votes 
are required to re-elect ` 


unknown, but by all accounts 
huge, Furthermore, the 
economy has been in constant 
decline throughout the 
eighties. Inflation is running 


Labour. Labour's strategy 
requires that workers in 
struggle are either used to get 
a Labour government elected, 
or else attacked. 

Sadly, the Labour Left in 
Liverpool, including Militant, 
seemed itself to have illusions 
in reformism. When the 
Council was under attack 
from the Tories, the Council 
workers’Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee call2d an All-Out 
strike in defence of the 
Council for September 25th. 


To the union bureaucracies 
this seemed too much like 
workers taking things into 
their own hands, The unions 
insisted on secret balllots.and 
played on every fear and back- 
ward idea to get a No vote. In 
spite of pressure from their 
own unions and outrage from 
the media,47% of council 
workers voted to go on strike, 
Members of the SWM’s 
sister organisation in Britain, 


TONG 
RSEYSIDE 


Liverpool fight 


at 25% with the growth rate 
this year expected to be in the 
region of minus 5%. 

The regime is under assault 
from ali quarters. The most 
immediate threat comes in the 
form of Corazon Aquino, 
whose husband was murdered 
at Manila airport in August ’83, 
on returning from exile. As 
Marcos’ opponent in the 
election, she has great 
popular appeal. But should 
she win the election, there is 
no guarantee that she will win 
the count. Marcos and his 
cronies are seasoned election- 
fixers, the last being the sham 
following the lifting of ten 
years of martial law in ’81. In 
the present campaign, the 
election overseers are all 
appointees of Marcos, and 
foreign observers have been 
banned from all poling 
stations on election day. 


we 
i 
Miar 


the SWP, and other union 
militants argued that the 47% 
should be brought out and 
that their pickets would 
quickly bring out the other 
53%. However, the Militant 
dominated Joint Shop | 
Committee fell for the tricks 
of the union bureaucrats and 
called off the strike. 


After that, the Council 
gave up on the organised 
working class as the way to 
save its policies. Instead they 
looked for all kind of schemes 


and deals and ended up in the 
arms of Swiss bankers! But 
the money from the Swiss 
banks brought with it the 
proviso that they accept the 
Tory cuts. The main losers in 
this deab were of course the 
working class people of Liver- 
pool wifo for a while had seen 
the hope of a better life. The 
real advances made for 
working people under the left- 
wing council will be turned 


P 


corruption © 


y” 


A more formidable 
opponent in the New People’s 
Army, which is now the 
largest guerrilla organisation 
in the world. With up to 50,000 
full and part time members, 
they control an expanding 
amount of rural territory, 


HOMEGROWN 


EE 


Their leftish Politics, which 
area homegrown mixture of 
populism and nationalism are 
attracting increasing numbers 
of recruits. It is unlikely 
however, that they will be 
able to directly confront the 
national army of 200,000 for 
some years yet. In the 
meantime, they are causing 
enormous headaches for the 
authorities with their 
lightening actions. 


ver the coming period. 

Pe attack on Militant is i 
an attack on all socialists- no 
just within the Labour Party. 
Anyone who doubts this 
should look at the behaviour 
of Alistair Graham, right- F 
wing leader of the Civil an 
Public Services Association, 
who urged his members to 
kick Militant out of oioi 
throughout the union itse : 

But there are people in the 
Labour Party who are dis- 


ted a 
rei of thousands have signed 


‘tions condemning the 
La aC This shows 8 level 
of feeling that can be organis 

The alternative to Labour 
is to begin to build, among 
this minority, 4 revoluñonia 
party basing itself on the i oe 
that the only the working € as 
can change society in a social- 
ist direction. Such a party 
must be independent of ne 
Labour Party. building itsel 
instead by intervening In the 
day to day struggles of : 
workers. Because it is only in 
struggle that workers realise 
their own power as a class 

ring on Labour 
pada Re condemns them 

@SSIVIty . 
j The lessons of Liverpool 
and of Kinnock’s witch-hunt 
must be learned and learned 
well. Socialist in Ireland who 
believe that progress can be 
made within the Labour Party 
here, should also take heed. 


The organi i 
suffers from AE i a 
cae: political 
eadership. Despite thi 
saw the AES 
strikes ever in the country 
including the virtual shutdow 
of large industrial areas in j 
Manila in June. For genuine 
socialism to suceedMarcos it 
will be necessary for the most 
militant sections of the class 
wien’ pm the “legal” 
Sando iti 
organise at Ero ta 
Without this the i 


i ntry prese 
arapca 8 scenario eae 
s of the USA intervenin 


— somethin i 
hysteria & approaching 


ose 


opposition will Tesult 
c f „at 
a a ea dene 
' u . Sah 
interests. aa 
The country is ripe for 
bn As the Marcos 
on ironical] 
States: neg more iaa 
-TOM O'DONOGHUE 


by Kinnock’s behaviour. 


PARIS COMMUNE 1871 


The 


LOUIS NAPOLEON, or to gi 
him his prom: tite, F 


were outshone oniy Py 1} 
incompetence, 

In 1870, he deciansd war 
recently-united Germany, Urde 
the leadership of Otto var i 
the powerful Prussian raisin 
machine quickly and emstiy defeatas 
the demoralised French amts, 
Prussian troops besieged and 
conquered Pans. 

Patriotic Louis Napoleon fied ta 
England, where he lived an exile af 
luxury until his death in 1872, 
Germany took back the provins af 
Alsace and most of Lorraine, These 
were German speaking amt rich in 
minerals and industries. Franoe wae 
ordered to pay 5 million francs in 
war preparations and German 
soldiers paraded through the streets 
of Paris. French national pride wis 
at its lowest ebb, 

On 4th September 1870, the 
people had risen, the Emperor fled 
and the Second Republic had been 
declared, Adolphe Thiers, the 
leader of the new bourgeois 
republican government announced 
early in 1871 that all rents and 
debts had to be paid immediately 
with interest. A moratorium on the 
payment of all rents, debts ete, hit} 
been instigated during the war, The 
already hard-pressed workers and 
poor of Paris simply couldn't pay, 
Disturbances and upheavals shane 
the capital and those that could, 
the very rich and the middle classes, 
streamed out of Pans to country 
Twsidences, 

On February 26 the mainiy 
working class soldiers of the 
National Guard seized over 200 
heavy cannon, By this stige Ther 
his government and followers had 
debunked to nearby Versailles, 
Thiers quickly realised that the 
growing workers’ power, the "vis 
multitude” as he called them, had 
to be crushed. In the varly hours of 
the morning of March 18 an attempt 
was made to recapture the cannon 
A surprise attack by the troops of 
General Vinoy in the Montmartre 
area was initially successful but [iti 
repulsed by the re-grouped militia 
men of the National Guard, 

The workers of the Frendi 
capital rose and on the evening af 
March 18 the Paris Commune was 
declared. 

E 


WORKERS 


Sl S 
But the elected delegates of the 
Paris Commune of 1871 were not 
wholly or largely proletarians. Only 
21 of its members could be classed | 
as genuine workers; another 30 
were journalists, writers, painters 
and assorted intellectuals and 13) 
were office clerks and small ll 
However, most of the delegates £ 
represent the interests of the 
working class and when compared 
with the revolution of 1848 , = 
almost all of the leaders had Hei 
drawn from the bourgeoisie, tiita 
founders of the Commune of i% 
were far more working dass 
___, The tow main political factam 
influencing the Commune =e 
Jacobins headed by Charles 
Delescluxe and the Blanqui 
by Auguste Blanqui, Blangui il 
ready spent over 25 years m 
prison and at the tine of the 
‘Ommune was held in prison HA 
Thiers, The Blanquists were mi 
Anarchist tradition of Proudhon 
Many of the most active an ia 
members of the Commune 
members of the Intematicn# 
Workingmens’ Association, | 
known as the First Internation 
and followed Karl Marx. TORT 9 
the Commune an even more 


first time that 
workers ruled 


nationalist flavour many of its 
greatest participants were not 
French nationals, Indeed a lot of 
foreigners in the Commune were 
active members of the First 
Intemational. The name of Leo 
Frankel a Hungarian Jew will always 
be associated with the Commune. 
The Poles, Jaroslaw Doubrowski 
and Walery Wzoblewski were 
eerainiy two of the Commune’s 
most courageous military strategist: 
Marx’s friend Elizabeth Dimitectt, 
a Russian exile, fought valiently on 
the barricades. And there were 
many more, 

What, then, was the Paris 
Commune? In his famous tract 
“The Civil War in France”, Marx 
wrote: It was essentially a working 
class government, the produce of 
the struggle of the producing against 
the appropriating class, the political 
form at last discovered under which 
to work out the economic emianci- 
pation of labour”. 

In other words, The Paris 
Commune was a new kind of state— 
a workers’ state, The state is nothing 
but a machine by which one 
particular class dominates society. 
In capitalist society, the minority 
ruling class uses the state and its 
armed forces of violence and 
repression, to rule over the majority 
working class. But the state set up 
by the Paris Commune was one 
which imposed the will of the 
majority working class on the 
minority capitalist class, It was the 
first example of a “dictatorship of 


Paris 1871, workers in power. 


What will it be like? Will it be worth the striggle? Is it 


possible? How will it happen and w 
are questions that marxists are asked and ask 


all the time about socialist revolution. 


We have no blueprints. But we 


the working class struggles and workers’ revolutions to 
give us some idea of what the answers to those 


questions might be. For the early 


marxists and indeed 


for Marx himself, the example of the Paris Commune 
gave a vision which was indeed worth fighting for. 


Here, Joe O’Bruadair looks at the background to the 
Paris Commune, the inspiration of 


lessons of its failures. 


~ 


hbo will do 1t? These 
themselves} Jistricts were quickly overran. The 


do have the history of 


its successes and the 
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Western perimetre of tha wal at 
S* Cloud. 70,006 of them poured 
into the ty. Western middie das 


Poengam iwed up 10,000 troops 
aroun) mont of the Basten per 
mete of Pers t hack anv posible 
atispa ul etape by the 
Contormanards 

Fighting win hitter and prew 
even mine mierne a8 the deferens 
were pusheil eastwards, in the 
ertem waork ing dam desc of 
Believe, Montmartre fire! 
Menitmontant, the Corrinerairde 
made their last stiind 

But here they were Tigh tiny Ca 
home ground, surrounded by f 
sympathetic popallation. Beit thay 
could not, despite inare dive 
heroism, stave olf the inevitatite 
The remaining Communants finty 
capitulated on May 28, there war 
though a small group who nunaged 
o hald out fora day longer at 
ncen. Even people like 


i Tt were grudgingly toned 
< the hk mn of the wortine 
Sy £ 
Special mention must go to 
P Ant Bnunel, the Poles 
Ix ki. who was killed, 
| W k d the anarchisi 
| Luoise M The atrocit 
perpetrat MacManou’s troops 
| wked n members of the 
| bourn Today almost all 
histonans that becween 
20.000 an 00 supporter of the 
fe une red during 
the second sx And in the arter- 
ith ot tal t is Hee 
were deported, « ally to New 
Caled Some mar | to evade 
captur 


On May 29 Time London 
ywnite 

"The laws of war. They are miid 
mai christian compared with the 
infionan laws of revenge under 
which the Versailles troops have 
bern shooting, bay one ting, ripping 
up prisoners, women and children 
during the lant six days. So far = we 
can recollect there has heen nothing 
like dt in history... 

Bat the retribution und fataiities 
inflicted on the people of Pans is 
indeed typical of all such occasions 


the proletariat”, 


the salaries of all Govemment Marx's prophetic words ring tne | Verna f neludirg Flaw to the Ve cs gowe mment to an ve m e rin o hirna ya 
And they soon showed that no | officials to 6,000 francs a year, whic. | down to the present day. The Ao ol Re S phe fester teach’ a innn stays (o aeee 
more democratic form of govem- | which was roughly equivalent toa |Commune remains an inspiration ablest military leade Commune wa Inst hoceuse it heir masters 


In 1871 after the defeat of the 
Commune Marx wrote prophetically 
“There can be neither peace nor 


ment had ever been instigated than | workman's wages. Lenin was to today, But we must be realistic and eA Sa Sa 
this dictatorship of the masses. praise this step as marking “the admit the Commune had many Communards egainst Th a ie i Thien 
The regular y was abolished. break from a bourgeois democracy | limitations and made sonw avoidable | the estimation of b 


x aommality r 
Under the Commune a workers’ to the proletarian democracy”. errors, Doubtless, most of these f the t é nr n short supply, | 'tuce posible between the working 
militia carried out the functions pf The employers of Parishad long | could have been resolved and nude | errors committed | Int aperadon to kill the men of France and the approriators 
defence and policing. This militia managed to reduce wages by levying | good, given time. But in Marx's The other was their falhire cp sre- | Cowra. the f TS of of their produce... the battle rinst 
was no professional standing army, | fines upon their workers under every | words, time was not allowed to the | sight to seize the Banque de France. | P to these whom they break „out again and again in ever 
cut off from and with authority | and any pretext. The Commune | Commune. for in its vaults lay over 2 millions | Nad se ene growing dimensions... .” 
over the rest of society. It was in prohibited this practice, under One limitation, for example, was | worth of asets which could have Cet apela to in 1917 when Lenin had to 
fact the working class, armed to penalty. In a similar move against that despite the enormous role provided the Conunune with its R rk. Bismark wrid the escape to Fintand his final exile, he 
defend itself against counter- the bosses, the Commune played by Louise Michel and other | most powerful weapon and hotare, | example Y rkers of Paris were was only able to bring two books, 
revolution. encouraged associations of workers | women in the development and Mar said, “The whale of the Ding t kers in} an A and one of them was Marx's "The 
Officials and delegates including | to take over and min all the closed | subsequent defence of the French bogeniie would have country’ 2 put aside Civil War in France”. It most 
judges of the Commune were | workshops and factories, whether | Commune and despite the advances | brought pressure to bear on the in the name Of certainly merits a read, 
elected by the workers of Paris, and | they had been closed by the made for women, universal suffrage | Versailles goverment in favour of | ruling 
subjected to immediate recall if they capitalist absconding or whther the | meant only universal male sultry! f peace with the Commune” He eee VICTORIOUS 
failed to carry out their mandate. boss had simply locked the workers From a purely prigimatic view- P.O, Lissagaray, a member ef 7e army beyond | 
As Marx wrote: "Instead of out. | oun of tke omunune’s mest | the Commune and possibly its most ts prescribed in the Peace Treaty. } The echos and ripples set up by 
deciding once in 3 or 6 years eee amaging mistakes were of a fameour chronicler used $ he arm 


military nature. By mid-March, at 
the time of the declaration of the 
Commune, the gular Anny, 


which member of the ruling class 
was to misrepresent the people in 
Parliament, universal suffrage was to 


more colourful language 
failure to seize the Bank's assets: | 
“Through it they held the genital | The retu 


/ grew 8.000, then | the Paris Cormumune. its mistakes 
d ultimately to iS well as its successes, have been 
in insparaticn to socialists right 

down to the present day, An old 


CHURCH RUN 


i i ; because of the armistice terms, had Y Versailles: ei 
serve the people, conatinueg a a a pee been reduced to a single division i E: ne malas i on perenerer Bolshevik commented after the 
Communes, as individual suffrage Commune’s life, huge advances were) "Ties National Gitlin rotate augh at its professional experience. | speeded up: } o France they Civil war in Russia, “In those grave 
serves every other employer in the made in education system, Under cD aird having retaine at its anns. Without expending a poured into.special camps to be 


d moments we said, “Look, workers, 
rehabilitated and prepared for their | at the example of the Paris 

1 t new role—the second seige of Paris. Communards and know that if we 
Perhaps Lenin summansed best From his London exile the are defeated, our bourgeoisie will 


search for the worlanen and : 


ae Napoleon, one Parisian child in | #8 arms plus over 200 heavy 
managers in his business. And it is 


ot no formal education at all, | “Non. were by far the most 
well known that companies. like ofthese who did, more than half | Powerful armed force in France! r a 
individuals, in matters of real had to go to Church-run schools, Preoccupied with changes in the mistakes of the Commune in an | response of Marx was predictably treat us a hundred times worse’. The 
business generally know how to PS | Girls’ education was even more fheir sprieiy ana intemal wrangling, | article written for the anniversary of | furiovs and vehement: this um- example of the Paris Commune. 
the right man in the right place, and, under church control than boys’. the Communards failed to capitalise | March 18, 1908: paraletied event does indicate notas | inspired us and we were victorious“ 
if they for once made a mistake, to p ARTA Ee teini initial odvantape. 1 compii Pimak thinks, the final repression Alter (he niga eat A 
i xv e Commune too Man Serpe ie 1 r 
E ek created Bert change the system radically | wrote: “the defensive is the death society upheaving, but the | bourgeois commentators asked why 


man, the Commune had only to say 
to it: “Come to terms or die™. 


MAGNANIMITY 


(hare oS meen | UMbIng into dust of bourgeois it was the people of Pari 

forms of government and adminis- towards a state funded system of of Saeed armed uprising: it is lost “The proletariat stopped half Society. . . Class rule is no longer women and laches willing to 
tration never seen before, and compulsary education, free of before it measures itself with its way: instead of proceeding with the | able to disguise itself in a national die on the barricades rather than see 
taught profound lessons to clerical influence, with special enemies. expropriation of the expropriators. | uniform; the National Govemments | the Commune smashed. The asnwer 
revolutionary socialist about how attention being given to girls it was carried away by the dreams are one against the proletariat”, lies in what the Commune was and 
the wurking class organises true education. The first military commander of establishing supreme justice in All too late military command did for them. 
democracy. Early efforts were also made to | appointed by the Commune was the country .... institutions such | was handed to an accomplished The Parisian workers had stormed 

This democracy ensured that the | help working women by establishing} Lullier, an inept drunkard who at as the bank were not seized... . soldier Louis Rossel. A reversl of heaven. Women and men revealed 
Jaws passed by the Commune day nurseries near the factories. one stage had to be forcibly the second error was the unnecessary | roles had taken place and now for a moment, a glimpse of human 
represented the wishes and the On April 17, Marx had written | restrained from throwing himself magnanimity of the proletariat, Rossel had little more than 30,000 _‘| potentialities, of human freedom. 
interests of the workers. The tohis friend Ludwig Kugelmann: | from a high window. The instead of armihilating its enemies, | regularly available fighting troops, _| Frederick Fngels pointed out that 
detested Rent Act was, of course, “The struggle of the working clas | Communards delayed 13 precious it endeavoured to exercise moral as aginst 130,000 which Thiershad _| most reformists are filled with 


abolished. A three year moratorium | against the capitalist class and its days before moving against Thiers’ | influence on them; it did not attach | now mustered under the leadership [terror at the wortls, dictatorship of 
was put on the payment of all debt | state has entered upon a new phase | army encamped at Versailles. When | the right value to the importance of | of General MacMahon, the Proletariat. Like him, we say 
obligations. Gambling was banned. | with the struggle in Paris. Whatever they finally did move against purely military activity in Civil war, Retribution, when it came, was |do you want to know what this 
The notorious pawnshops of Paris the immediate results may be, a new] Thiers, the assault was a disaster. and instead of crowning its victory | swift and brutal in the extreme. On dictatorship looks like? Look at the 
were forbidden to sell all pawned point of departure of world historic Most of the assault troops were | by a determined advance on Sunday May 21, MacMahon's regular | Paris Commune . That was the 
objects. A decree was passed limiting importance has been gained.” mericlessly slaughtered by the Versailles, it heitated and gave time | troops forced a breech in the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.” 


a 
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The Anglo-Irish deal has been 
greeted as “the solution to the 
Northern Ireland probl2zm”. 

The British and Irish ruling 
classes are sure that it can work, 
provided the Unionists can be 
won over. But the Hillsborough 
Agreement is only the latestin a 
series of “initiatives” designed to 
reform the Northern Ireland 
state and bring it into line with 
“normal” western democracies. 
Here, GORETTI HORGAN looks 
at why this deal or any other 
can’t work—why the Six County 
State cannot be reformed but 
must be smashed, 

FROM THE “O'Neill policy” of 
1362 which promised some small 
mprovement in the lot of 
Catholics in the Six Counties, 
through the Downing Street 
Declaration” of 1969 which 
amiiched the notorious B-Specids 
appointed an Ombudsman and 
initiated 2 points system for the 
allocation of houses, to the 
Sunningdaie Agreement of 1974 
which instituted formal power- 
sharing between moderate 
Unionists, the SDLP and Alliance, 
down to today’s Anglo Irish deal, 
the rulers of both Britain and the 
26 Counties have been of fering 
the carrot and the stick to anti- 
unionists North and South, 

The carrot of an end to dis- 
crimination and more democratic 
government has never materialised 
while the stick of repression has 
grown stronger and more efficient. 


Orangeism rules OK 


The manwho is supposed to be 
the saviour of the Northern 
nationalists under the new Agree- 
ment-—Peter Barry—has admitted 
that the 26County government is 
about to sign the International 
Convention against “Terrorism”. 
This means that anti-unionists 
wanted in the North for political 
offences will no longer be able to 
live safely in the South. 

To understand why it is that 
these deals never work, we must 
look back in history to the 
beginnings of Orangeism and of 
loyalist bigotry. 


AMERICA 


The end of the eighteenth 
century, »rought about a new 
emerging class—the capitalist or 
bourgeois class. Like their fellow 
would be capitalists in France, 
America and all over the world, 
they wanted to control industry 
in their own country and, in 
particular, to control the home 
market, Like the Americans, this 
meant abolishing the restrictions 
Placed on Irish trade and industry 
by the imperial British parliarent 

Industry in the 32 counties of 
Ireland was affficted by these 
restrictions but it was Ulster, 
with its thriving linen industry 
that was most severely hit— 


precisely because industry there 
was more developed. Spurred on 
by the example of the American 
colonists in their War of Indepen- 
dence, a movement was formed 
to demand independence from 
Britain. F 

The most militant member of 
the emerging class was Theobald 
Wolfe Tone—''the father of Irish 
Republicanism’. In the United 
Irishmen, Tone forged an 
alliance tetween the Protestant 
industrialists of Belfast, the f 
Protestant poor who worked in 
those industries, and the mass of 
poverty stricken Catholic ; 
peasants who supported Tone s 
movement simply because it was 
“agin the landlords”. 

But the United Irishmen never 
had the support of the majority 
of Ulster Protestants. Antagonism 
between Catholic and Protestant 
peasants was fierce because of 
competition for land. In 1795 the 
Orange Order was formed as a 
militant Protestant organisation 
dedicated to preserving Protestant 
supremacy, and it immediately 
began driving Catholics out of 
parts of North Armagh and 
South Tyrone. 


RESTRICTIONS 


The failure of fone’s '98 
Rising was followed by the Act 
of Union and the abolition of all 
formal restrictions on Irish trade. 
This spelt disaster for the new 
and struggling industries of the 
South and West of Ireland; they 
were totally destroyed , unable to 
compete with the mass produced 
goods coming from Britain. The 
robbery of huge rents from the 
countryside meant that capital 
could not be accumulated to 
invest in industry. The Southern 
part of this island became an 
out-farm to supply cheap food to 
the working class of Britain and 
high rent to now-declining 
landlord class. In this situation, 
ideas of nationalism and of 
separation from Britian grew 
among those whose industries 
were destroyed. 


SHIPBUILDING 


However, Ulster and especially 
Belfast prospered under the 
Union. Through a series of moves 
from Linen to mechanised cotton 
production, back to linen and 
then to engineering and 
eventually shipbuilding, Belfast 
became a major industrial city 
like Birmingham or Manchester. 
The industries depended on 
links with the British empire for 
markets, credit and raw materials. 
A whole section of the Irish 
capitalist class now had no 
interest in separation from 
Britain. On the contrary, the 
Prosperity of the Protestant 
businessmen of Belfast and the 
surrounding counties was 


dependent on union with Britain. 
They now defended that union— 
no longer nationalists but 
Unionists. 

Towards the end of the last 
century, then, the Home Rule 
issue brought these different 
capitalist interasts in the country 
to a head. The smashing of the 
Land League left thestruggle 
against British rule squarely in 
the hands of those who wanted 
Home Rule with tariffs to build 


ern middle class on protectionism 
Between 1870 and Je 
Irish agricultural output ha 
declined by a quarter. pe +] 
reduced the Southern part o 
country to an agrarian economy, 
British imperialism was nok 
looking elsewhere for its food. 
In the early 1900s the cry for 
tariffs on all imports was eb 
up and shouted even louder by 
Sinn Fein and IRB. 


PRIVILEGES 


The Unionist bosses could 
now show their workforce that 
there was a direct threat to their 
material interests. Protestant 
workers flocked into the Orange 
Order and committed themselves 
to guaranteeing their privileges. 

The Unionist bosses cemented 
the Grange link and secured the 
allegiance of Protestant workers 


in fact changed over the last 

15 years. Forexample,a __ 
points system for the allocation 
$ of houses was introduced but 
23 % of dwellings in Catholic 
West Belfast are still over- 
crowded. 

The B Specials may have 
been disbanded but the UDR 
have shown themselves equally 
a vicious successors. And recent 
events have shown that 
assurances in the Anglo Irish 
Deal about controlling them 
y were nothing but empty talk. 

Internment too has gone. 
It has been replaced by the 
Diplock Courts, the system of 

“internment by remand” and 
| of course the Supergrasses, 

The main function of the 
Fair Employment Agency 
seems to be to inform us of 
the continuing massive levels 
of job discrimination against 
Catholics. A recent study 
carried out for the FEA by 
the Economics Department of 
Queens University indicated 
that even multi-national firms 
tended to locate new factories 
in Protestant areas. 

Another report which is 
about to be published shows 
that discriminati@n is not 
confined to manufacturing 
but affects the service indust- 
ries too. The financial sector 
has been one of the few 
growth areas in the North in 
thelast 5 years. Yet the FEA 
report shows that building 
Societies discriminate 
massively against Catholics at 


ny a Systematic policy of 
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which left the Protec fence 
virtual monopoly of 
paid skilled trades, e 
the shipbuilding and 
industry. 
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inst the bosses. : 
ae aut given the Catholic, 
conservative nature of the 
independence mo\ 
ne iS the South, it was easy for 
Unionist bosses to. play the i 
Orange card” and insist that only 
Protestants could be trusted to 
in loyal. 
Moth strikes were followed by 
sectarian riots. În 1920, one 
10,000 workers were driven from 
their jobs in the shipyards and 
engineering industry of Belfast. 
They were not all Catholics. 
Protestant socialists and union 
militants were included. J 
Thus, the lack of any socialist 
content in the Republican 
movement and the resulting ease 


all levels. Taken together, the 
9 Societies investigated em- 
ployed 78% Protestant and 
only 17% Catholics. The 
Catholic percentage of the 
workforce in some Societies 
was as low as 4% and the over 
all percentage of Catholics 
working in Building Societies 
was very much increased by 
the fact that the two national 
building societies—The Irish 
Permanent and the Nationwide 
—employ 40 - 46% Catholics. 

The only place that 
Catholics are well represented 
is on the dole queues and 
there too things are as bad, in 
fact worse, than ever. 

Cambridge economist Bob 
Rowthorn, writing in a recent 
issue of “Fortnight” magazine, 
found that not only are there 
more than twice as many 
Catholics unemployed as 
Protestants, but that the 
sectarian gap is continuing to 
widen, 

Thus, in 1971 the male 
unemployment rate for 
Catholics was 17.3% as com- 
pared to 6% for Protestants. 
By 1981 it was 30.2% for 
Catholics and 12.5% for 
Protestants. This means that 
in those 10 years the 
unemployment rate for ` 
Catholics increased by 12.9%, 
while for Protestants the in- 
crease was 5.8%. In some 
areas the disparity is far 
greater. In Cookstown for 
example 43% of Catholics 
are unemployed, 14% of 
Protestants. In Antrim 24.5% 
ot Catholics, 10.5% of 
Protestants and in Belfast 
31.4% Catholics are on the 
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ese Interests, with the ready 
agreement of Britain, Partitioned 
the country. And as Connolly 

had predicted, the Orange state 
was born ina Carnival of reaction 
on both sides of the border. 
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way it could deliver that protect- 
ion. If it could not deliver minor 
privileges to the Protestant 
masses it could not deliver the 
Protestant masses on polling day. 


Armagh (46.5% Catholic) had 
47 Protestant and 3 Cathdic 
officers. Fermanagh (54. 3h 
Catholic) had 60 Protestantand 
6 Catholic officers—and soon 


there were only about 400 
Catholics among the 10,000 
workers at Harland and Wolff. 
Catholics were a tiny minority 
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THE CAPITALIST 
class has a love-hate 
relationship with crime, 
as can be seen from 
glances at the capitalist 
media. : 

The newspapers dutifully 
condemn crime but they 
also delight in crime stories. 
‘Sex Monster’, ‘The Beast’, 
and ‘Crime Rate Soars’ are 
among Fleet Street's 
favourite headlines. 

TV and films are the 
same. There must be a 
thousand cops and robbers 
shows for every film or play 
dealing with a strike (the 
capitalists are unequivoc- 
ally opposed to this). 

Nor is this just a matter 
of boosting sales and 
chasing ratings. The 
ambivalence reflects deep- 
rooted class interests. 

On the one hand the 
ruling class is officially, and 
in a sense genuinely, op- 
posed to crime. 

It needs the ‘rule of law’ 
to prevent the poor helping 
themselves to the property 
of the rich who do not ap- 
preciate being arbitrarily 
deprived of their Rolls 
Royces and diamond tiaras, 
even if they are insured. 

Moreover, the smooth 
running of capitalism re- 
quires a degree of order in 
its business transactions, 
though this does not pre- 
vent numerous capitalists 
and capitalist officials com- 
mitting ,all sorts of crimes. 


Anti-social 


On the other hand, the 
ruling class knows that 
crime does not really 
threaten it—a class cannot 
be dispossessed by any 
number of individual 
robberies—and it knows 
that’ it reaps considerable 
benefits from the existence 
of crime. 

Every time the state is 
seen to deal with a crime it 
reinforces its claims to rep- 
resent the general good of 
society against anti-social 
elements—to be the de- 
fender of the weak against 
the strong—and masks its 
essential function of de- 
fending the rich against the 
poor. 

There is nothing like a real 
or imaginary crime wave for 
giving the state an excuse to 
Strengthen its repressive 
powers. 

There is nothing like che 
‘law-and-order’ issue for 
electing right wing govern- 
ments and putting 
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77 school bus drivers. In 
Fermanagh half the people are 
Catholics—but only 3 of the 77 
drivers! 

The housing allocation scheme 
was where discrimination became 
most blatant. The bottom line in 
the allocation of houses by the 
gerrymandered Unionist councils 
was to avoid allocating houses to 
Catholics, if at all possible. One 
main reason for tbis was that = 
only householders could vote. To 
give someone a house then, was 
to give them a vote and the 
Unionist Party with its carefully 
gerry mandered constituencies 
had to be careful to whom it 
gave votes, 

As a result no houses at all 
were built by any of the three 
Fermanagh Rural Councils” 
between 1921 and 1945. After 
1945 they started to build and by 
1967 had built 1,048 houses of 
which 195 or 18% went to 
Catholics, although Catholics 
were in a majority and, being 
poorer were in more need of re- 
housing. 

In Derry City, Catholics had 
an overwhelming elctoral majority 
in the South Ward. So any 
Catholics were only given houses 
and therefore votes, in the South 
Ward-since it would make no 
difference to their number on the 
Council. When the Council ran 
out of building land in the South 
Ward, they simply stopped 
building houses, 


DOGMA 


This discrimination against 
Catholics was not the 
result of some Unionist dogma, 
the Virgin Mary or the transsub- 
stantiation of bread and wine. 
They were anti-Catholic because 
they wanted to stay in power 
and thereby to preserve the 
economic position of their class. 
The Catholics had to be brow- 
beaten into submission in order 
that the state could exist. The 
Protestant lower orders had to be 
bought off by the marginal 
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privileges accruing from Catholic 
second class citizenship. 

Today much has changed. 
Socialist Worker has, in recent 
months, outlined the changed 
nature of British interests in this 
island, With the decline of the 
Northern industries and the 
growth of the Southern economy, 
the South had economically, 
become more important than the 
North, The new multi-national 
firms that set up in the North— 
Du Pont, ICI, Courtaulds etc., 
weren’t interested in people’s 
religion, were outside of the 
Orange machine. Accomodation 
of the new economic powers in 
the North and recognition of the 
new balance of forces in North- 
South-British relations were all 
demanded that something would 
have to be done about the way 
Northern Catholics were being 
treated by their Protestant rulers, 

But Britain soon found that 
the state structure it had relied on 
for 50 years had a life of its own. 
The machine existed to discrimi- 
nate and gerrymander. It had 
been created in order to protect 
Protestant business and landed 
interests and that was the only 
way it could deliver that protect- 
ion. If it could not deliver minor 
privileges to the Protestant 
masses it could not deliver the 
Protestant masses on polling day. 

The Orange machine was 
Northern Ireland. To attack it or 
attempt to take away its power 
was to weaken the state itself. 


REMOVED 


Yet faced with a militant Civil 
Rights Movement and then with 
the growth of the Provos, British 
imperialism had to rely more and 
more on that state. Direct Rule 
removed the direct hold of the 
Orange Order on that state 
machine, but the machine—the 
Orange machine—remained intact, 

And it is the existence of that 
Orange state machine which is the 
major reason that the Anglo 
Irish Deal or even for that matter, 
Harold McCusker’s Tripartite 
Conference cannot succeed, Most 
of these “initiatives” seem 
attractive to the oppressed 
Catholic minority at first—after 
all, anything is better than what 
they’ve got—but in the long run 
the desls can’t work. They can’t 
work because the Orange state is 
built on the system of discrimin- 
ation against Catholic workers 
which gives the Unionist bosses 
the ability to win the allegiance 
of Protestant workers, 

Such a state cannot be 
reformed. The repression of, and 
discrimination against Catholic 
workers is built into the state. 
For repression and discrimination 
to be ended, the state must be 
smashed, And the only way the 
Orange state can be smashed by 
the revolutionary overthrow of 
the parasite class whose interests 
it represents. 


by Jobn 


Molyneux 


THE CAPITALIST 
class has a love-hate 
relationship with crime, 
as can be seen from 
glances at the capitalist 
media. J 

The newspapers dutifully 
condemn crime but they 
also delight ın crime stories. 
‘Sex Monster’, ‘The Beast', 
and ‘Crime Rate Soars’ are 
among Fleet Street's 
favourite heedlines. 

TV and films are the 
same. There must be a 
thousand cops and robbers 
shows for every film or play 
dealing with a strike (the 
capitalists are unequivoc- 
ally opposed to this). 

Nor is this just a matter 
of boosting sales and 
chasing ratings. The 
ambivalence reflects deep- 
rooted class interests. 

On the one hand the 
ruling class is officially, and 
in a sense genuinely, op- 
posed to crime. 

It needs the ‘rule of faw’ 
to prevent the poor helping 
themselves to the property 
of the rich who do not ap- 
preciate being arbitrarily 
deprived of their Rolls 
Royces and diamond tiaras, 
even if they are insured. 

Moreover, the smooth 
running of capitalism re- 
quires a degree of order in 
its business transactions, 
though this does not pre- 
vent numerous capitalists 
and capitalist officials com- 
mitting all sorts of crimes. 


Anti-social 


On the other hand, the 
ruling class knows that 
crime does not really 
threaten it—a class cannot 
be dispossessed by any 
number of individual 
robberies—and it knows 
that’ it reaps considerable 
benefits from the existence 
of crime. 

Every time the state is 
seen to deal with a crime it 
reinforces its claims to rep- 
resent the general good of 
society against anti-social 
elements—to be the de- 
fender of the weak against 
the strong—and masks its 
essential function of de- 
fending the rich against the 
poor. 

There is nothing like a real 
or imaginary crime wave for 
giving the state an excuse to 
Strengthen its repressive 
powers. 

There is aothing like the 
‘law-and-order’ issue for 
electing right wing govern- 
ments and putting 
‘moderate’ and ‘soft’ left- 
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‘CRIME’ 
AND HOW 
TO ENDIT 


ists on the defensive. 

For the capitalists, crime 
plays the same role as the 
external ‘enemy’. If crime 
did not exist It would be 
necessary to invent it. 

But the ruling class 
need have no fears on 
that score, for the cap- 
italist system produces 
crime like running pro- 
duces sweat. An 
economy based on 
competition, greed, 
exploitation and alien- 
ation cannot do 
otherwise. 

Engels summed up the 
matter in a speech in 1845. 

‘Present day saciety’, he 
said, ‘which breeds hostility 
between the individual man 
and everyone else, thus 
produces a social war of all 
against all which inevitably 
in individual cases assumes 
a brutal, barbarously vio- 
lent form—that of crime.’ 

Consequently, all those 
politicians’ speeches prom- 
ising a crackdown on crime 
are so much hot air. Cap- 
italist governments can no 
more end crime than they. 
can end capitalism. 

But what of socialism? In 
the speech quoted above 
Engels also maintained that 
a socialist society would 
‘put an axe to the root of 
crime’. 

To many this might seem 
a far-fetched claim. But 
provided we understand by 
‘socialism’ what Marx and 
Engels understood by It, 
and don't confuse it with 
Russian-type state capital- 
ism masquerading as social- 
ism, then it is not hard to 
see how crime could be 
abolished. 

A fully socialist society, 
in the Marxist sense, would 
be a society in which there 
was an abundance of the 
necessities of life (quite 
within reach of modern 
technology), and in which 
goods were distributed 
according to need—that is, 
truly equally. 

In such a society, eco- 
nomic crime would 
become progressively 
paintless and impossible. 

Assume, for example, 
that everyone wanting a car 
could have one supplied 


free and that all cars were 
designed for use, not 
prestige or status. 

There would then be no 
reason to steal cars—they 
couldn't be sold—and if 
some eccentric wanted to 
accumulate cars for per- 
sonal use it would both be 
glaringly obviaus and not 
matter much. 

Alternatively, assume 
that cars are discontinued 
and that instead there is @ 


free and comprehensive 
public transport system 
which takes everyone 


wherever they want to go. 
Again, the opportunity and 
motive for crime would 
disappear. 


Proportion 


Socialism would mean. 
that eventually all goods 
and services would be pyt 
on this kind of footing. 

This leaves crimes 
against the person, com- 


mitted not from economic ! 


motives but from anger, 
passion, jealousy, bitter- 
ness, etc—crimes such as 
murder, rape and assaulg, 


Even today these are ` 


only a tiny proportion of 
crimes and they too have 
social roots—roots social-, 
ism will put an axe to, 

Again let's take an 
example. At present one of 
the main causes and arenas 
of such crime is the re- 
strictive capitalist family, 
which binds people— 
through social pressure and 
economic dependency—in 
relationships they find 
intolerable. 

Socialism will abolish this 
oppressive family by spread- 
ing the responsibility for child 
care and housework and cut- 
ting all ties of dependency. 

People will be free to 
live, or not live, with who 
they want. 

In fact socialism will 
humanise and liberate all 
personal relationships. This 
cannnot help, at the very 
least, but greatly reduce all 
crimes against the person. 

The conclusion is simple. 
The only real fight against 
crime is the fight against, 
capltalism—itself, the 
biggest crime of all. 


Now available... 


...a new pamphlet on South Africa by 
Alex Callinicos, which looks not just at 
the apartheid system and at how it fits 
into the world economic order, but 
asks: Can apartheid be removed 
peacefully? If revolution is inevitable, 
what force will make it? 


Available at 85p post free 
from SWM, PO Box 1648, 
Dublin 8 


e: 
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Who are the real terrorists? 


“LIBY ANS!” shouts the boy 
in the film “Back to the 
Future” as gunmen burst into 
the laboratory. spraying bullets 
everywhere. “Gadhafi: God- 
father of Evil” said the front 
cover of the ruling class 
Economist magazine. No 
doubt about it. if anyone 
shoots anyene anywhere in the 
world, Reagan and the media 
are iikely to blame Libya, 

How did Libya get this 
reputation by which it has 
replaced the dreaded Russians 
e “threat to freedom and 
eoracy”. 

Colonel Gadhafi has been 
unpopular among the US 
tuling class ever since 1969 
wien he led the coup to over- 
throw the corrupt King Idris. 


fledged air attack on PLO 
Headquarters in Tunis. 90 
Palestinians and Tunisians 
were killed—20 of them 
civilians, Yet no cries of 
“international terrorists” 
went up about this. 

In 1982, Israel launched a 


Their target was the 100,000 
Palestinian refugees. Since 
then the Israeli military has 
entered into what is virtually 
a full scale war with the — 
majority Muslim population 
of Lebanon, 

In September 1982, 
Israeli backed militia men 
sealed off the Beirut refugee 
camps off Sabra and Chatila, 
then went in and brutally 


Israeli airforce launched a full- 


full scale invasion of Lebanon. 


liris had sqandered millions 
of dollars brought in by 
Libya's huge oilfields and let 
most of it go out of the 
country and into the accounts 
mainiy American multi- 
national oil companies. 

Gadhafi immediately 
rationalised much of the oil 
industry and started to put 
the oil millions to better use. 
Heuses, hospitals and schools 
were built. Irrigation projects 
Were started to make farming 
more productive. Factories to 
allow Libya itself to produce 
many of the goods it’s back- 
ward economy had been forced 
to import. 


slaughtered thousands of men, 
women and little children. The 
world was shocked and 
repulsed but no-one suggested 
sanctions against Israel for an 
act which would not even be 
contemplated by those whose 
Israel’s friends like to call 
terrorists. 

In the face of these attacks 
by the Israeli military machine, 
backed by the world’s most 
powerful country, what are 
Palestinians to do? 

Some Palestinians have 
decided to hit back and use 
similar methods to those 
Israel have used against them 
for over 40 vears, It is not 
surprising that the US is also 
seen aS an enemy or that 
Libya is seen as their only true 
friend. 

Other Arab states are 
supposed to support the 
Palestinians, yet time after 
time, country after country, 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Tunis, Saudi Arabia—they have 

have all turned their backs on 
IMPROVEMENTS the PLO. , 
They condemn this act, 
regret that one and faced with 

But it is not the massive Israeli-US military might, 
improvements in the living allow the whole sale massacre 
standards of the massof people | of Palestinians or else turn 
option presented to the in Libya that makes it so hated | them out of their countries. 
Peoples Congresses to tackle by the ruling classes of most Libya alone continues to 
the crisis was that of austerity of the world, but especially of | give unconditional support to 
measures—cut backs in public America and Britain, Other the PLO and to welcome the 

third world countries have so-called terrorists, In spite of 


achieved the same effect the international pressure in 
through their national E 


revolutions. What Reagan 
hates so much about Libya is 
its continuing and consistent 
support for the cause of the 
Palestinians. ae 

When Reagan talks of Libya | ©- 
harbouring, training and armin 
arming “international terror- 
ists” he means that Libya 
welcomes the Palestinian 
fighters who have nowhere 
else to go, And they have 
nowhere else to go because of 
the policy of genocide which 
the Israelis have carried out 
against Palestinians for forty 
years now—with the backing 
of the US and British govern- 
ments, 

It isn’t Libya that forced 
over a million Palestinians 
from their homes at gun pont 
and terrorised over a million 
men, women and children into 
fleeing their country and 
trying to eke out a living in a 
series of refugee camps. That 
campaign of terror was carried 
out by the Zionists of Israel 
with US backing—and Reagan 
has the cheek to call Gadhafi 
a terrorist. 

Not content with driving 
the Palestinians from their 
home-land, Israel has hounded 
) a Subang’ % Palestinians in every Arab 
Israel still holds hundreds of Palestinians in camps like this one. Reagan's posturing is sheer hypocrisy | Country in which they have 
“\ taken refuge, Last October the 


Left, Israel’s Peres. Above, 
laftermath of Israel’s Tunis 
raid. Right, PLO’s Arafat 
and Abbas. Si 


The “Peoples Congresses” 
mass meetings of which all 
Libyans are automatically 
members and which are 
supposed to make all the 
decisions about the direction 
of Libyan society did not 
develop spontaneously as an 
expression of mass democracy. 

The idea for them came 
from above—from Gadhafi. 
And the low level of attend- 
ance at most “Basic” (or local) 
Congress meetings shows how 
little this supposed expression 
of mass democracy means most 
to most workers and farmers. 
Nor are all options available 
up for discussion at the 
Congresses, The falling price 
of vil has caused an economic 
crisis because of the huge 
foreign debt. But the only 


ISLAMIC 


wear the veil—altogether their 

position is far better than in 

any other Arab country. 
However, in spite of talk of 


Allin all, Libya under 
Gadhafi is an immeasurable 
a better place to eer the 
mass of the people. Gadhafi i“ 
is a very Solar leader. the government of the _ 
Anyone who has been to masses” Libya far from being 
Libya will tell you of people socialist is little more than a 
in shops and cafes asking with | popular dictatorship, Although 
visible pride “Have you seen production is co-operatively 
our new school?” or hospital, | managed and the workers — 
or bridge, or road. have more say about working 

In spite of the grinding conditions than in most 
sexism of the Islamic tradition, | Countries, they do not control 
women and girls in Libya are | the means of production, They 
educated to the same level as do not decide what to produce 
men, work normally, are in or what is to be done with the 
the armed forces and do not fruits of their labour. 


services, education and build- 
ing programmes. The option of 
refusing to pay the internation- 
al bankers was not even con- 
sidered, 


VESA Fod x, 


Colonel Gadafi 


the weeks following the 
Vienna and Rome airport 
killings, Gadhafi came out 
loud and clear ‘‘We support 
the PLO and we will continue 
to give safe haven to its 
fighters”. 

Oddly enough, although the 
tactic of hi-jacking aircraft is 
always blamed on the Palest- 
inians, it was the Israelis them- 
selves that started the practice 
of taking over civilian airlines. 

In 1954, the Israeli secret 
service took control of & .. 
Syrian airliner and forced it to 
land in Israel. In 1968, the 
same forces destroyed the 
fleet of Middle East Airlines 
at Beirut Airport, although at 
that time Lebanon was at 
peace with Israel. In 1973 an 
Iraqui airliner was forced to 
land in Israel in an attempt to 
capture a leading Palestinian 
who was believed to be on 
board. 


OPERATIONS 


Ot course, these were min 
minor operations compared to 
Israel’s usual actions of 
invading and occupying Arab 
countries. 

The pages of Socialist 
Worker have regularly carried 
articles explaining the limit- 
ations of the armed struggle 
and the need instead to organ- 
ise and agitate among the 
mass of the working class. 

But, our first role as 
socialists is to argue against 
Reagan’s claims to be the 
defender of “freedom and 
democracy” and against the 
hysteria launched against 
Libya and the Palestinians in 
the media. 

Against the hysterical hype 
of the media we must point 
out that the world’s real 
terrorists are thos of the actual 
actual power—through their 
nuclear weapons, armies and 
police forces—to terrorise the 
mass of humanity, often 
leaving little option for those 
Oppressed by that terror to 
retaliate by whatever means 
they can, 


SF can beat Brits 


FIRST of all lw 


work you are do 


they think. 

l agree with you when you 
say that the Workers’ Party will 
do any thing to get to power 
tast. But I would hate to be the 
one to break the news to them. 
_ However I would like to make a 
few points about your article — 
Marxism made Easy — and whatyou 
said about the politics of the Repub- 
lican Movement. First of all you say 
Socialism cannot come about until 
British imperialism is removed. And 
then you say the IRA cannot defeat 
the British army. There are two 
points I would like to make on that. 

First, if British imperialism must 
be removed it will hardly go of its 
own accord without opposition, and 
who are giving the British the only 
and real opposition in the North? 
The IRA know only too well that 
they can never defeat the British 
army but they also know they CAN 
defeat the British government with 
constant military and political 
pressure. That is why it’s vital for 

true socialist movements like your 
own to continue to support the 
armed struggle. 

The second point I'd like to 
make is about the all class reliance 
the IRA depend on for support. You 
must admit that the liberatinn war 
that is in progress in the North is 
unique as it cannot be compared to 
any other country in the world even 
South Africa, although there are 
similarities. It is the Nationalist 
population versus everyone else. 
They are harassed, imprisoned, 
murdered day in, day out and this is 
the foremost issue with them at all 
times. So for someone who knows 
that the British connection is the 
cause of all their problems and to 
break that connection their prob- 
lems will cease — at least their 
immediate ones — then it would be 
suicide for the IRA to ignore the 
People’s need to hold on to their 
National Identity. And wasn’t it 
James Connolly, the father of Irish 
Socialism, who said: “to be an 
intemationalist you must first be a 

Nationalist”. > 

Let me give an example of the 

need of Northem Nationalists to 
cling to their identity. If you were 
made redundant and had no Social 
Welfare or other income and your 
children were on the verge of 
starving, you would know in your 
own mind that the cause of your 
problem is unemployment and 11 
you had ajob you could get money 
to buy food. But your children 
wouldn't be interested in excuses 
about jobs or the like. All they | 
sould want is a meal on the table in 
front of them. Later, when you had 
fed them and explained why you 
got inte your predicament in the 
first place, then I think they would 
te more likely to understand. 

Haviinz <aid that, it should also 
te realived that while the Repub- 
lican Movement do not turn away 
rt from people with capitalist 
leanings, the vast majority of their 
supporters ar? progressive people. In 
the Assembly elections two years 
ago and the Iecal elections this year, 
the trend showed that Sinn fein did 
not take away support from the 
right wing SDLP. But what they did 
do was capture the potential young 
voters who might otherwise have 
voted for the SDLP. You might have 
seen the SDLP Conference on the 
TV news recently. There was hardly 
a person under the age of thirty 
there and the amount of women 
Present was few and far between. 
Contrast this with the Sinn Fein 
Ard Fheis and you would get my 
point, 4 

Part of Sinn Fein’s success 1s 
their involvement in community 
work. This is something the SDLP 
never gat involved in. But they are 
learning by their mistakes and are 
now getting involved. But the real * 


ould like to congratulate your paper on the fine 


ing. It certainly is good t iali 
you a g y o see a soc - 
ment in this country that doesn’t find any See 


the armed struggle in the Six Counties. A 
Labour Party and the Workers’ Party at, 
is the popular thing to do and it allows th 


problem in supporting 
d not like the so-called 
condemn it because it 

e easy way out, or so 


reason for Sinn Fein's success is 


their open opposition to the British 
tule of Ireland. 

When the Brighton Bomb went 
off and nearly wiped out the British 
Government it coincided with the 
miners’ strike. The workers of 
Britain had no difficulty in identify- 
ing with the IRA because they 
realised they had a common enemy. 
Likewise, three years ago when the 
black youth of Liverpool took to 
the streets against the unemploy- 
ment and living standards they had 
to bear, they were heard marching 
down their streets shouting the 
slogan “We are the Black IRA”, 
They too recognised they share a 
common enemy who harass, murder 
and practice racism and sectarianism 
against them. Surely people living 
under such conditions can see who 

the capitalists are and who the 
socialists are and who's on their 


Party needed 


THE reason for revolutionary 
socialists to make a distinction 
between Trade Unions and 
political parties is of vital 
importance. The old ideas that 
trade unions if powerful enough 
can overthrow capitalism still 
prevail. 

The failure of working class 
political partys to ever main- 
tajn workers’ living standards 
let alone overthrow the system 
is largely reponsible for creat- 
ing the illusion that direct 
action of a spontaneous 
nature is possible and could 
happen sooner or later. The 
fact that the ruling class isl 
politically organised £ 
means a corresponding politi- 
cal organisation of the working 
class confronting them is 
necessary even to defend our 
living standards. The worst 
aspect of illusion in trade 
unions is one which leads to 
sectionalism. The refusal to 
generalise the struggle, the 
belief that MY union or MY 
industry are the Be all and end 
all of the class struggle. The 
most recent example of this 
was demonstrated recently 
by the EEPTU in Britain 
where the Gen Secretary 
Hammond went as far as __ 
calling it “progressive”. It is 
in fact the opposite. t 
If the working class fail to 
organise as a class and act asa 
class it will be a failure, not 
just in class terms but even in 


trade union terms, as NO union 
can progress at the expense of 
another. 

The only organisation that 

will be capable of defending 


workers’ class interests must 
be political if it is to generalise 
the struggle. In periods of 
industrial decline the tendency 
of sectionalism in Trade Unions 
will increase with the inevitable 
result. A proletariat organisa- 
tion based on the direct action 
of the working class on similar 
lines to the Socialist Workers 
Movement is badly needed. 
FRANK DALY, 

Donegal. 


side. 

The politics of Sinn Fein can 
better be judged in the Twenty six 
Counties where there is no physical 
struggle in progress. They are slowly 
gaining ground in places like inner- 
city Dublin where poverty is at its 
worst and where the working class 
is feeling the full brunt of the 
capitalist recession. You could well 


Speaking tour against the 
Anglo-trish Deal 


IN January, the SWM held public 
meetings in eight different towns 
against the new Anglo-Irish 
agreement, The main speaker was 
Eamonn McCann. He spoke on the 


imagine their success if the cree ments within ea 
undemocratic Section 31 of the capitar which led to the Anglo- 


Broadcasting Act was not enforced. 

As you might have gathered by 
now Í am a member of Sinn Fein 
myself and I too went forward for 
the local election in the Cobh area 
this year. On my election literature 
there was only one paragraph about 
the North and that was: “Sinn Fein 
aims to establish a 32 County 
Socialist Republic and unreservedly 
supports the right of any Irish 
person to take up arms against the 
British occupation of Ireland”. The 
rest of the literature~which was 
lengthy—consisted of Socialist and 
working class issues. Out of 19 
candidates, I polled joint seventh . 
first preference, and I have no 
illusion that the majority of people 
who voted for me voted because of 
my involvement in their community 
not my views on the North even 
though a smaller percentage of 
people probably did vote for me 
because of them. 

Now I think I've made my point 
even though it probably wont make 
any difference to your own views. I 
hope you live up to your own point 
you made about socialist taking a 
bit of criticism and go on to print 
this letter. 

1 look forward to reading your 
paper in the future. 

KIERAN McCARTHY, 
Republican Socialist, 
Ballymore, Cabh, Co.Cork. 


“Every socialist worth their 
salt must oppose this deal and the 
growth of repression that comes 
with it” said McCann. 

The SWM was the sole 
organisation on the left with the 
politics and the membership that 
was capable of mounting this 
campaign against the agreement. 


Building in Waterford 


Waterford is just one of the towns 
where SWM has been growing over 
the last year, It now sells 150 
papers a month on the dole. When 
the ESB linesmen were on strike, 
it organised a tour for a delegation 
from the strikers around local 
factories. 

On February 1, it hosted a 
Day School for SWM members 
and supporters from the South 
East area. Sessions on the Provo 
armed struggle, the unions, the 
Trotskyist tradition ensured lively 
discussion. The meeting agreed 
that the task of building a 
revolutionary party in the coming 
period will be a hard slog. Workers 
struggles are on a down and it is 
the clarity of the political ideas 
that is crucial to building such an 


The Socialist Workers Movement ts a revolutionary socialist 
organisation that fights for a workers’ republic and International 
socialism. 

The system under which we live, capitalism, Is based on production 
for profit-not for human need. It leads to poverty and war; racism and 
sexism. It is a system that can only be destroyed by the class which 
creates all the wealth-the working class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 

Capitalism cannot be patched up or reformed-it must be overthrown. 
That cannot be achieved through parliament as the Workers Party 
and the Labour Party argue. The real power in this society Iles In the 
boardroom of big business. The structures of the present parllament, 
courts. army and police are designed to protect the interests of the 
ruling class against the workers. At most parliament can be used for 
propaganda against the system-It cannot be the instrument by which 
workers destroy the power of the rich. 

We therefore stand for a workers’ revolution which produces a 
different and more democratic soclety-one based on councils of 
delegates from workplaces and areas who are democratically elected 
answerable to assemblies and subject to recall at any time. 


NEITHER WASHINGTON NOR MOSCOW 
That kind of socialism does not exist anywhere today. Workers have 
no control over countries like Russia, China or Poland. They are 


exploited by a state capitalist class. A workers revolution Is required 
in those countries too. 


AGAST PARTITION 
six county Orange state Is propped up by British Imperi lL 
That stale divides the working class by the ERE: aal 
privileges fn housing and jobs to Loyalist workers. The struggle of 
Cathotlo workers to rid themselves of sectarianism and bigotry can 
only succeed by smashing that state. 
The slow task of building working class unity against imperialism 
must be begun. However Imperialism must be fought in the here and 
now and we support all forces engaged in that struggle regardless of 
our differences of programme. 
We stand for: The Immediate withdrawal of the British 
rmy 

The disbandment of the RUC and UOR 

No to extradition and collaboration on 
Connolly wrote that aa MOY 

rote that partition would bring a carnival of reaction. 

was absolutely right. Irish workers confront two EUNET elie 
The Southern ruling class have no longer any fundamental conflict of 
ane i re have become junior players in the 
world capitalist system. Their state props up par H 
occasional nationalist rhetoric. naa aV ee 
The ‘national question’ will only be solved in the course of mass 
working class struggle against both states. Republicanism, by 
limiting the struggle to natlanallst goals, by appealing to all classes 
In Irish soclely, can never defeat imperialism: Only a revolutionary 
socialist organisation that fights openly lor the Workers’ Republic 


can unite sections of the working class who have nothi 
a bourgeols Eire Nua. S ae nao 


AGAINST ALL OPPRESSION 


Revolutionaries oppose all form of oppression that divide and weaken 
the working class. 


We ara for real social, economic and political equality for woman. 


NEWS FROM 
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organisation today. That means 
being hard on the ideas of 
republicanism and reformism. 


Regular meetings 


The SWM meets regularly in the 
following areas: 


Dublin South — Tuesday 
Dublin Central — Thursday 


Waterford — Monday 

Cork — Thursday 

Belfast — Tuesday 

Dundalk — Wednesday 

Galway — Tuesday 

Dungarvan — Monday 
Portlaoise — Saturday 

All meetings are open to 
supporters of the politics of the 
SWM. For further information, 
write to SWM PO Box 1648, 
Dublin 8. 


Off the Presses 


Two simply written pamphlets 
spell out the politics of SWM. 
“What we stand for” contains 
four articles: on the unions, the 
North, Women and Russia. “Why 
we need a revolution in Ireland” 
spells out the revolutionary 
socialist case. Get both together 
for the bargain price of £1.20 
post free from SWM, PO Box 1648, 
Dublin 8. 


Public meetings 


The Fight for a Socialist 
Ireland, speaker Eamonn 
McCann/Thursday February 6 
Conway Mills, West Belfast, 
8pm. 

The fight for a Socialist 
Ireland, speaker KIERAN 
ALLEN/Henderson’s Hotel, 


8pm Wednesday February 19, 
Portlaoise. 


| 
WHAT WE STAND FOR, 


We are for an end tp discrimination against homosexuals. 
We stand for full separation of the church and state. 
We stand for secular control of the hospitals and the schools. 


THE UNIONS 

Today the trade unlon movement Is dominated by a caste of bureau- 
crats whose principat alm Is to make their compromise with the 
system. They have destroyed solidarity between workers by the two 
tier plcket system. They have failed to lead any fight over tax, wage 
cuts and unemployment. 
We stand for: 100 percent trade_untonism 

A 35 hour week to reduce unemployment 
The election of all unlon officials, subject to 
reca 

Against redundancies. We say: occupy te 
demand nationalisation under workers 
control 

Full Independence of the unions from the 
state. No reliance on the Labour Courts or 
the arbitration schemes In the public sector 
We fight for the building of a national rank and file movement that 
links together the best militants to provide an alternative leadership 
to the trade union bureaucrats. 

We fight for the formation of Right to Work committees that link the 
unemployed to the power of the trade union movement. 


THE PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most class conscious sectlons of the 
working class have-to be organised Into a revolutionary socialist 
party. The SWM alms to build such a party arcund its activity in the 
working class movement. It stands in the tradition of Marx, Lenin, 


Trotsky and Connolly. We urge all thos: who agree with our policies 
to come in and join. the SWM. 


29, JOLIN US! 


I would like more details about the Socialist 
Workers Movement 
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MARY 


AS THE man in “In Dublin” 
says this is “far more than an 
antidote to the hard and sane 
blandness of the charts”. 
indeed it is more! When you 
purchase this album you are 
purchasing no more than the 
greatest piece of vinyl ever 
moulded in the name of rock 

and roll. 

With “Psychocandy” every- 
body's favourite kings of the 
alternative culture — The Jesus 
and Mary Chain have exceeded 
everyone's expectations from 
their recent trio of singles. The 
first. “Never Understand”, 
thrilled a cult minority and 
smashed a million Walkmans. 
Its triumphant mixture of 
sixties pop melodies, straight 
from the Monkees or the Beach 
Boys, with a seering wall of 
feedback ala Phil Spector 
created the perfect contrast of 
hard and soft. of “Psycho™ and 
“Candy” — hence the name. 
This album comes from that 
age-old tradition of taking 
pieces from all musics. from all 
decades and creating something 
that is still revolutionary (dare 
I use that word in this paper?) 
in its originality. 

For those of you wbo have 
vet to experience such an aural 
orgasm. you don’t know what's 
in store! From the opening 
“Just Like Honey” to the last 
whiplash chord of “It’s so 
Hard”, the Jesus and Mary 
Chain play no-holds-barred 
rock and roll. And it’s a 
healthy attitude which harks 
back to the better side of the 
late seventies punk movement, 
the original anti-establishment 
stance, a gob in the eye of 
conformity and the norm. In 
an era where the main aim of 
the successful pop groups 
seems to gear towards 
achieving a mention in the 
New Years’ Honours List, (I 
thought Lennon’s handing 
back his MBE made that 
unfashionable anyway??) this 
attitude of the Mary Chain 
boys and the whole sound of 
the music in its 
unconventionality, can only 
be applauded. 

As for the album, it’s an 
essential part of any record 
collection. Your stylus is just 
waiting to devour it. To go 
through the songs one-by-one 
here would just lead to a mess 
of adjectives and a ream of 
influences. The record silences 
one with its sheer brilliance. If 
you don’t have this record, 
how can you EVER call 
yourself a REBEL again. 

Give your ears a break, go 
straight for the jugular! Take a 
dose of “Psychocandy”. 

—GARRET KEOGH 


ed scare 


Socialist Worker reviews the film “Defence of the 
Realm”. 


Nick Mullen (Gabriel Byrne) fenced in by the state 


venson in revolt now thuaders and at 


ON THE 25th of January, the 
first gig of the much discussed 
“Red Wedge” tour took the 
stage in Manchester. 

The bill consisted of Paul 
Weller, Billy Bragg, The 
Communards, Junior, Tom 
Robinson and Lorna Gee. 

At other venues in Britain 
they will bc joined by Lloyd 
Cole, Johnny Marr (of the 
Smiths), Jerry Dammers and 
‘Tin Tin” Duffy. The cause? 


Red Wedge, a “Broad Left 
Alliance” or in other words an 
election machine with un- 
critical support of Neil 
Kinnock, 

The tour is the first in a 
series of other projects under 
the title of “Red Wedge” to 
help Mr Kinnock gain that 
much-desired youth vote, 

One question that strikes 
you first is why aren’t the 
Redskins involved? The 
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s and state 
secrets 


THE FILM is the story of a 
newspaper reporter, Nick | 
Mullen (Gabriel Byrne) who is 
fed false information in order 
to smear a politician. In fact, 
the politician had discovered a 
cover-up of a nuclear near- 
disaster and was about to go 
public with it. The plot 
thickens as Mullen discovers 
this and in his attempt to undo 
the damage done comes up 
against the repressive 
machinery of a state based on 
patriotic values known to us 
from the recent Falklands wat 


MEDIA 


In this way, the dangers of 
the media and particularly 
that of sensationalist 
investigative journalism are 
exposed. We also learn how 
newspapers and the media are 
integrated into the overall 
system — the owner of the 
newspaper for which Mullen 
works also has large financial 
interests in the construction of 
British nuclear plants and so is 
in league with governmental 
functionaries to stop the truth 


Redskins are the only political 
band in Britain whose politics 
are consistent and follow a 
direct political line. Others 
such as Bragg and Weller 
waver from their politics and 
constantly contradict them- 
selves. Thus Weller’s financial 
aid to scabs during the miners 
strike and Brage’s ignorance 
and stupidity of issues such as 
Northern Ireland. So why not 
the Redskins? The answer lies 
in the politics of the SWM 

and our sister organisation, 
the SWP (of which the 
Redskins are members.) The 
words of Chris Moore and the 
Redskins: “When you look at 
Liverpool City Council and 
then at Neil Kinnock you can 
see what I’m talking about. 
That’s the state of the Labour 
Party that Red Wedge has 
been wheeled on to show the 
wonderfulness off to the 
world, an organi sation that 
has moved massively to the 
right.” 

In this situation you have 
gone away from dealing on 
political issues with rank-and- 
file Labour members and you 
become involved in no less 
than advertising for Neil 


„Kinnock and saying what a 


na guy he is, 

f course it is also essenti 
that it is a Labour ER 
that is returned at the next 
election but more because it 
1s a protest against the 
Thatcher regime and the only 
alternative, The arguments of 
reformism versus revolution 
are ones that are returned to 
again and again. But in Britain 
the SWP urge voters to vote 
Labour in the same way that 
here we say vote for Sinn Fein 
Not that we believe it will à 
make much difference but 
firstly as a protest and a state- 


being transmitted about them. 
The film makes in its own 
way all the key points, but 
one of the key factors is how 
these points are balanced; the 
film fits into the typical moulc 
of the truth-seeking journalist 
versus the bad bureaucratic 
government functionaries, 
ruthless in their attempt at 
cover-ups. The dramatically 
most exciting scene in the 
film is where Mullin is 
interviewed by the triad of 2 
stiff bureaucrats-who grill him 
on his motives. They then let 
him go and obviously order 
the planting of the bomb 
which should have killed him. 
In doing this it takes the 
attention away from the 
newspaper baron, who is the 
lynchpin of the plot, and 
obscures the role capitalism 
plays — governments and 
bureaucrats are only its public 
puppet men. This is politically 
the film’s weakness as the 
feeling at the end is of the 
hopelessness of the individual’s 
attempt to do anything to 
change the system. And no 
alternative is offered. 


-JOE O'BYRNE 


The blunt end of the wedge 


ment against the current 
regime. 

No doubt Red Wedge will 
go from strength to strength 
with the list of supporters 
now including most of what is 
worthwhile, musically, on the 
Pop and rock scene in Britain. 
A lot of good people are 
involved, We don’t necessarily 
agree with their politics but 
some like Billy Bragg, do a lot 
of worthwhile work and play 
damn good rock and roll. 

Then again if it gets young 
people up from in front of the 
T.V. and out arguing politics 
that mast be a healthy 
exercite; The point is, 

owever, is to get them i 
politics that are OCEA 
can win. 


-GARRET KEOGH 
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sold out 


Cork ESB 


THE CORK ESB strikers 
went back to work last month 
with banners flying and heads 
high after a meégnificent 
struggle to defend jobs and 
conditions which the ESB 
management was attempting 
to cut in clear breach of 
eement, 
mae there is no doubting 
that they suffered a defeat. - 


r- although, the back-to-work 
formula envisaged talks on the 
central questions of job levels 
aad whether linesmen should 
have to take over drivers’ jobs, 
it seems that the principle of 
defending existing conditions 
has been lost. 

The blame lies not on the 
workers or on local union 
officials who stood rock-steady 
throughout against over- 
whelming odds, but on the 
scandalous behaviour of 
national officials of the 
Amalgamated Transport and 
General Workers’ union. 

Top ATGWU bosses Jimmy 
Tinkler and John Freeman 
behaved like outright scabs, 
refusing to make the strike 
official_despite four secret 
ballots for strike action, all in 
full accordance with the union 

rule-book, Tinkler and 
Freeman were the best friends 
the bosses had. 

The Socialist Workers 
Movement did its best within 
its very limited resources to 
give the strikers backing. 


UCD cleaners 


THE STRIKE by women 
cleaners at University College 
Dublin is not over. 

Although the 23 women 
involved voted in November 
to end the dispute after 17 
weeks on the picket line, the 
bosses have reneged on the 
deal. This deal was for eight 
jobs within the PRSI system 
at UCD. This wasn’t a victory, 
but neither was it full-scale 
defeat, 

But only five women have 
been allowed back to work. 
And significantly, two of the 
three who have been left out- 
side are the strike leaders, shop- 
stewards Marie Lenihan and 
Concepta Carroll. The women 
were back on the picket line 
on January 30th as new UCD 
president Paddy Masterson 
eine ra punan scabbed 

strike) w i 
installed. ae Pea 

As we go to press the 
women are waiting for the 
outcome of a promise by 
Masterson to “look into” 
“ete PEE, 

Masterson doesn’t come 
up with the goods and force 
the contract cleaning firms to 
honour the agreement and 
take the three women back, 

he chances are that the strike 
pickets willbe laced on UCD 
again. If that happens, there 
must be an all-out effort to 
Spread the action, both within 
e e UCD and to other contract 
cleaning operations, 


MEHA Wicklow 


VEHA workers, nearly 200 

` , X 
ci them, have been {n dispute 

ow for nearly seven months. 

Joe Van Der Flér, boss of the 
outfit, through a number of 
shady deals owns the Wicklow 
factory. 

Joe had a problem though— 
a well-organised workforce, SO 
when he decided to try and 


ireland 


THE PRINT workers’ fight 
against newspaper baron 
Rupert Murdoch in London is 
the most important industrial 
dispute in these islands since 
the miner's strike. 

_ And it is a dispute with 
direct and urgent relevance 
workers in the 
in Ireland. 

Murdoch has used new 
technology to bust the print 
unions, 
Five thousand Fleet Street 
workers have been sacked and 
a tew hundred electricians 
brought in—with the conni- 


Tele to 
Print industry 


vance of the scab leadership of 
the electricians’ union—to work 


work new computerised 
machinery installed in the 
barbed-wire fortress at 
Wapping. 

A majority of journalists 
on Murdoch's papers—The 
“Times”, “Sunday Times”, 
“News of the World” and 
“Sun” —have defied an NUJ 
instruction and cooperated 
with the new operation. 

If Murdoch manages to 


Below we reprint extracts of 


Murdoch's draft agreament. 


1.1 There will be a legally- 
binding collective agreement 
(‘the Agreement") between 
the Employer and the Union 

1.2.1. ... The Union and its 

members will respond fiex- 

ibly to any changes required 
in working practices, work- 
ing conditions and duties, 
and in the use of equipment. 
The Employer recognises its 
obligation to provide training 
and retraining where 
appropriate. Manning levels 
will be determined by the Em- 
- ployer. 

1.2.2. Employees will under- 
take all tasks within their 
ireasonable) competence, but 
otherwise with complete flex- 
ibility. There will be no de- 
mareation lines. The Em- 
ployer will, in respect of jour- 
nalists, recognise only the 
Union, but membership of the 
Union wil not be compulsory; 
there will not be a closed 
Ba The Union will nol be 
recognised in respect of em- 
Biz cees of [Heads and Deputy 
Heads of Department]. | 

5.1 The Employer will de- 
termine the number of jour- 
nalists required for the pro- 
duction of the London, Post 
The starting and finishing 
times of each journalist wi 

by departmental 
heads, and may be change 
upon[ | days’ Pude ou 

5.2 Employees will perfor 
any work assigned to ae by 
the Editor (or those to win a 
he delegates authority) whic p 
they are reasonably compe 
tent to perform. : 

5.4 The Employers em 

loyees will have the right to 

jong to the Union but there 
is no obligation upon them to 


Em loyees who are 
members Pr the Union may 
leave the Union at any time 
without this affecting 1n Sny 
way their employment by the 


break the union, he came up 
against trouble. He started on 


Donal Dunne, 19 years with 
the company, 14 of them in 
his present job working the 
computor, and most of that 
time 4 URS bs 

March 1985, Joe 
bette iced at a Labour Court 
session to discuss a product- 
ivity deal, that he wanted 
redundancies, despite three 
previous agreements saying 
there would be none. He 
wanted Donal Dunne to 80, 


SOGAT and the NGA. 


next for print union busting? 


break the powerful print 
unions every other Fleet Street 
boss will immediately ride 
rough-shod over them to 
mtroduce similar operations, 

And Dublin newspaper 
owners, who have their own 
plans for new technology, are 
Watch ing the battle caretully 
for an indication of whether 
they, too, could get away with 
a Murdoch-style anti-union 
blitz. 

Unfortunately, the leaders 
of the print unions in Britain 
have clearly learned nothing 
from the miners’ strike. 
Instead of going on the 
offensive with mass picketing 
and calling out the whole of 
Fleet Street, they have put 
their faith in manoewvers at 
the TUC- the very people who 


aye 


sold the miners down the 
river—and instructed their 
members to “stay within the 
law”. Only six pickets at a 
time have been placed on the 
Wapping works! 

At the same time, the TUC 
has backed off from dealing 
with the electricians’ union, 
the EEPTU, which has now set 
itself up as a scabbing service 
for any employer trying to 
bust the unions. s 

This pathetic pussy-footing 
is a sure recipe for defeat. 

There are 30,000 print 
workers on Fleet Street. 

Every one of them should be 
involved in a picketing rota at 
Wapping. And other trade . 
unions in the London area 
should be urged to show 
solidarity as well, both by 
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INDUSTRIAL NEWS 


joining the pickets and by 
organising blacking of 
Murdoch's publications every- 
where. 


No other strategy has a 
snowball’s chance of winning. 
Yet in Britain, as in Ireland, 
union bosses run a mile from 
such straight forward class 
confrontation. 

One thing cmerges very 
clearly, 1f the journalists 
hadn't backed Murdoch 
against the printers, the 
Australian thug wouldn't have 
been able to get his papers out. 

Part of the reason for the 
journalists’ sell-out is the long- 
standing rivalry between them- 
selves and the printers, a 
combination of white-collar 
elitism and resentment 
against the high wages and 


News International’s Wapping plant in East London: protecting Murdoch’s profits 


Employer. There will be_no 
aie etiaination by the Em- 
ployer against any employee 
who is or is not a member of 
the Union. l 
5.7 All new employees will 
be subject to a probationary 
period of not more than | | 
months. During that period 
or (if employees are con- 
firmed to the permanent staff 
in less than[ }months) until 
they are so confirmed they 
will not have the right to 
appeal against dismissal; nor 
will the Union treat their dis- 
missal as a matter capable of 
pursuit under the Grievance 
and Disciplinary Procedures. 
6.2 The Editor (and those to 
whom he delegates authority) 
may dismiss employees (1) for 
incapacity; or (2) for incompe- 
tence; or (3) for cai re oe 
; misco ; 
duty; oF x of office rules 
(6) for re- 


t 
O atutory or other duty or 


restriction; Or (8) for some 


; *t. He tried 
t Donal wouldn't. i 
E rid of him as amore 
iser by offering 6 A hs 
pension with pay . 
‘hen failed, he intimated that 
he had his hand in the till, to 
destroy Donal’s credibility not 
just with his mates in the 
office, bat on the factory 
floor. : 
Nothing worked, so in May, 
Donal was suspended for in- 
subordination to a pes 
After many meeting, an a 
secret ballot among the office 


other substantial reason. 

8.9 The ‘following proce- 
dure shall apply to any refer- 
ence to arbitration:— 

(i) the Employer and the 
Union shall use their best en- 
deavours to assist the arbitra- 
tion process. The reference 
shall be heard without un- 
avoidable delay, and in any 
case within six weeks of the 
date of the reference of the 
dispute or difference to 
arbitration or such longer 
period as the parties may 
agree; 

(ii) neither the Employer 
nor the Union shall be repre- 
sented by counsel or by solici- 
tor unless not less than 14 
days before the hearing it 
shall have notified the other 
party of its intention to be so 
represented; 

(iii) the reference shall be 
heard and determined in pri- 
vate unless the Employer and 


' the Union shall otherwise 


agree. The decision shall be 
binding on the Employer and 
the Union. 

9.2 The Employer's and/or 
the Editor’s rights to manage 


staff, they decided to strike 
from June 24. 

At first, the office workers 
only stopped deliveries, to 
starve the production process, 
so that the factory floor 
would be laid off, and thereby 
entitled to dole payments, a 
dangerous tactic, but here the 
office and factory workers 
were solid. 

The callous disregard by 
Joe Van der Flier however, 
for the safety of not just his 
workforce, but of Wicklow 


! 
town speeded up the need for 


the business and direct the 
work force include, but are 
not limited to, the right to 
plan, direct and control all 
the operations and services 
performed; to schedule the 
working hours; to classify 
and re-classify employees; to 
hire, promote, demote and 
transfer employees as re- 
quired to suit the need for, 
efficient production; to deter- 
mine the make-up of the work 
force and the assignment of 
work within the work force; 
to suspend, discipline, dis- 
miss, lay off employees from 
work; to make and to enforce 
work rules and other stan- 
dards; to introduce new tech- 
nology and to improve 
methods, materials, equip- 
ment or facilities or to change 
or eliminate existing 
methods, equipment or facili- 
‘ties. 

9.3 While reserving fully its 
right to manage its’ business 
the Employer recognises the 
need for regular consultation 
with the workforce, and the 
positive effect on industrial 
relations which such con- 


an all out picket! 

Because the deliveries of 
the gases used by VEHA, 
were being turned away, 
Joe got the managers of 
Eirgas to load a scab hackers 
truck with two eight-ton 
tanks of liquid propane. This 
is highly dangerous. Purpose 
built tankers should only he 
used and even then you are 
talking about a mobile in- 
cendiary bomb.like the one 

- that killed sixty-odd people 


good conditions the printers 
have traditionally enjoyed. 


This stupid sectionalism left 
the way open for Murdoch to 
blast through the unions. 
Any journalist in Ireland 
who thinks that it is in their 
interest to have the print 
unions broken should read 
carefully through the 
document reprinted on this 
page from the NUJ paper, the 
‘Journalist’. It speaks for 
itself. Itshows beyond all 
doubt that once the power of 


the print unions is broken, the 
power of ALL unions is 
broken. To help to break the 
printers’ unions is to go like a 
lamb to inevitable slaughter. 
There is an urgent need for 
a 


sultation can have. Accor- 
singly the Joint Standing 
Committee will also meet at 
least [four] times each calen- 
‘dar year to disuss matters of 
mutual interest-to the Em- 
ployer and its employees. 

10.1 No more than [{ ] Un- 
ion Representatives will be 
recognised by the Employer 
at any one time. 

10.2 The Union Representa- 


tives shall be elected [by sec-- 


ret ballot] by all employees 
who are Union members and 
who are employed by the Em- 
ployer and will serve for one 
year. 

10.3 Save in the first two 
years of the Employer’s op- 
erations to be eligible for 
election as a Union Repre- 
sentative an employee must 
have been employed by the 
Employer for a minimum of 
[ 1 year[s]. No individual 
who has received any formal 
warnings from the Employer 
under its Disciplinary Proce- 
dure wilf be eligible for elec- 
tion. 

_ 10.5 The Union Representa- 
tives will be allowed reason- 


in Spain recently when it over- 
turned. 

An all out picket was 
granted. Only 7 scabbed, most 
of them management, and 
despite court cases and the 
ever intransigent Joe, the 
entire workforce is solid and 
maintaining a round the clock 
picket. 

Attempts to starve them 
back have failed, including 
orders direct from Barry 
Desmond’s office to the local 
welfare officers trying to deny 


workers in the industry to 
new technology. Rank and 
file workers should insist on 
joint negotiation of all 
technology is on the agenda 
and the principle of “no 
redundancies” asserted, There 
should be a commitment to 
joint industrial action if ANY 
union is threatened. 

The experience at the 
“Irish Press” last year, where 
the Irish Print Union was 
carved up while other unions 
stood idly by, should serve as 
an additional lesson to all. 

As the Press tries to speed 
up the introduction of further 
technology, and the 
“Independent”, “Cork 
Examiner” and “Sunday 
Tribune” gear up for direct- 
input typesetting and com- 
puterised make-up, Irish print 
workers should be looking 
closely at what is happening 
in East London and making 
plans to ensure that it doesn’t 

happen here. 

Solidarity, not sectionalism 
is the key to protecting the 
jobs and conditions of 
members of every union in the 


industry. 
-EAMONN McCANN 


able time off ffom work either 
for relevant training or to 
perform the duties of their 
office provided prior written 
permission has been obtained 
from the Employer. In all 
other respects they will be 
subject to practices and proc- 
edures affecting all em- 
ployees... 

10.6 If a Union Representa- 
tive receives a written warn- 
ing under the Disciplinary 
Procedure he shall cease at 
once to hold office as a Union 
Representative and a new 
Representative shall be 
elected to replace him. 

11.1 In order to ensure pro- 
duction and continuity of op- 
erations, the Union for itself 
and on behalf of its members 
employed by the Employer 
agree that it and they will not 
instigate, promote, sponsor, 
engage in, finance or condone 
any strike or other industrial 
action for any reason whatev- 
er. The Union will not autho- 
rise and will repudiate as 
soon as is reasonably practic- 
able any strike or other in- 
dustrial action taken by em- 
ployees who are members of 
the Union. 

11.2 All employees who 
take part in strike or other 
industrial action will be sub- 
ject to immediate dismissal 
and shall have no right to 
appeal against dismissal 
under the Grievance and Dis- 
ciplinary Procedure. 


11.3 It is understood and 
agreed that Union Repre- 
sentatives and other officials 
have a special duty to enforce 
this section, Gine the . 
obligation not to engage in 
any stoppage of work. 

15. Wages, hours of work, 
vacations, public holidays, in- 
dividual grievance and discj- 
plinary procedures, redun- 
dancy, policy and check-off. 

Proposals covering the 
above will be presented to the 
Union in due course. ` 


the strikers and their families 


much needed fuel and foot- 
ware allowances. 


The VEHA workers can 


win. There's two million 
pounds worth of plant in the 
factory, and thousands of 
radiators. 


Their's is a war of attrition, 


they need financial support 

to beat the boss at his waiting 
game. 

Money and messages of support 
to Donal Dunne, 108 Wicklow 
Heights, Wicklow. 


job losses 


after 


OPO 


| defeat 


CIE Bus workers will lose 1,200 
jobs. That's the bottom line of the 
deal that was packaged by 
management, pushed by the 
Labour Court and sold by the 
union leadership. 

The recent dispute was 
confused and poorly -orchestrated 
from the start. It was about the 
introduction of the one-person- 
operated scheme (OPO) in Dublin. 
OPO’s were accepted in principle 
by most of the unions since the 
seventies. What was at the time a 
notional acceptance of an up-dated 
and expanded service, in fact 
paved the way for the custs in jobs 
to come. 

Late last year, buswoekers, with 
the recommendation of the 
executives of the unions, voted to 
reject a proposed OPO scheme. 

The company’s plan received a 
massive No vote. 

Just before Xmas, management 
tried to push the scheme anyway, 
insisting that selected drivers 
should go on special training 
sourses for OPO. Under union 
instructions, the drivers refused 
and were suspended. 

This could have been the cue for 
strike action. There was a strong 
sossibility of stopping the DART 
vectric commuter train, of 
picketting out the freight service 
and getting support in the provin- 
iz) services. Insteed, the unions 
organized a levy for the suspended 
workers and allowed what amount- 
ed to 4 progressive lock-out to roll 
on 


© 


The NBU eventually called for 
astrike and for picketting of the 
Dublin garages and DART, to 
starton Monday January 13, By 
this time the suspensions had been 
going on for five weeks. At no time: 
were there meetings held in the 
garages, nor at union offices, to 
explain what was happening to 
ordinary busworkers. 

Confusion and rumour were 
rife, calls on the union executive 


for mass meetings were ignored, 
and the negotiating team, made up 
of the three unions involved, NBU, 
ITGWU and FWUI, spent the week 
prior to the strike call in negotia- 
tions in the Labout Court with an 
ever-intransigent management. 

At the eleventh hour the strike 
was called off. The negotiating 
team said they had “won” an 
acceptable package from manage- 
ment. Actually, this package 
amounts to no real change — OPO 
is in and jobs are out. The unions 
announced mass meetings to take 
the deal to the membership, who 
were to vote on it the following 
day. Again confusion reigned. 
Some of the mass meetings were 
loud and angry in their condemn- 
ation of the executive that had 
kept them in the dark, gave them 
an ultimatum and sold them out. 

An Ad-hoc rank-and-file comm- 
ittee got out a hastily-prepared but 
effective leaflet urging a No vote. 

It was hotly debated at the NBU 
meetings, and the closeness of the 
vote in the NBU, with a large min- 
ority rejecting the deal, was a trib- 
ute to the effectiveness of the 
arguments of the rank-and-file 
militants, once the opportunity to 
put them had arisen. 

The whole argument of CIE 
management is profitabflity. If it 
doesn’t make a profit it has to go. 
Our argument is that transport is a 
service already paid for from taxes, 
and just like water, electricity or 

health care, is a right and not a 
luxury. Ask any woman with bags 
of shopping and small kids in tow 
if she needs a conductor on the bù% 
bus. Ask any busworker what their 
chances of another job are if CIE, 
in the name of efficiency, gets rid 
of them. 

Rank and file busworkers 
appreciate these arguments, even if 
their union executives don't, and if 
an effective stand against the com- 
pany is to be taken, then it is the 
rank-and-file who must organise 
immediate action wherever a job is 
threatened. 


ANYBODY WHO thought th 


at 
the one-day strikes of late 1985 
by the three teachers’ unions 
were going to win has been 
brought down to earth recently. 

The latest government offer 
comes nowhere near the 
arbitrator’s 10% award, back- 
dated to last September. It 
amounted to a miserly offer of 
10% over three years starting from 
1987! 

Pathetic as it was, the 
government were “taken aback” at 
the refusal of the unions to ballot 
their members on the offer. There 
is undoubtedly more to this than 
meets the eye. 

The union officials have striven 
very successfully to keep the dis- 
pute in their own control. The 
one-day strikes were orchestrated 
affairs. Instead of recognising that 
their limited success was an indic- 
ation of teachers’ militancy, they 
emphasised that it was merely a 
vote of confidence in the officials. 
It makes their job so much easier 
when it comes to making the 
members accept a sell-out com- 
promise. Anyone who thinks that 
the Officials are not resigned to 
this need only listen to them when 
they say they are prepared to 
accept deferrment. The truth is 
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that the gove 


mment offer was 
just too insulting for the officials 
‘to have maintained any credibility. 

It can be seen now that the 
one-day strikes allowed the | 
members to vent their anger in a | 
way that enabled the officials to 
maintain control. Socialists within 
the unions should argue even more | 
strongly that there must be a | 
stepping-up of action 
stepping--up of industrial action | 
and not shy away from the call for 
all-out action. 

At present there is talk of 
regional three-day strikes, but this 
will not be decided before the 
teachers’ union’s special 
conferences in early February. 

More concrete action is of 
course welcome but regional 
strikes over a few days will not 
win the dispute. It has failed in 
Britain in the long and bitter 
teachers’ strike there. Having three 
unions united in action (TUI, INTO 
ASTI) is useless if the action is 
half-hearted. 

Sooner or later the teachers 
must face up to the government 
on their own determined terms. 
Otherwise, the 10% pay award will 
become just a forgotten statistic 
in the list of govemment’s cuts. 

—JAMES McELHINNEY 
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